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In compliance with the Engineering Professions Act (No. 46 of 2000) requirements, LIASA endeavours to assist her members in 
keeping up on technological developments that impact on their registration.  LIASA most earnestly support ECSA in their search 
for professional service excellence and pursuit of continued professional development’. EDUCOM keeps you up to date on ECSA 
and industry related news. 

 
  NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:    Chairman: Sanjeev Singh;   D/Chair: Bill Murphy;   Treasurer: David Kleinhans;   Secretary: Dr 

Theo Kleinhans;   EXCO: Terence Baker;   Ronnie Branders;   Willem du Toit;   Micky Martin;   Brendan Trower  
 

       DOYENS OF THE LIFT INDUSTRY:  Buddie Cerone (2004);   Schalk van der Merwe (2005);   Dr Theo Kleinhans (2006);   Willem du Toit 
(2008):   Bruno Isler (2009);   

 
 

 

 
 

ECSA LIFT INSPECTORS REGISTRATION 
COMMITTEE 

 
On Tuesday 8th June, the much-awaited ECSA LIRC committee 
was finally constituted, having waited for Ministerial approval 
along with the other ECSA professional cadres since October 
2009.  Seen above (L to R) are Bruno Isler (representing SABS); 
Hennie Hudson (Kone); Ronnie Branders (WAC Projects); 
Lydia Chitovhoro (ECSA Secretary); Terrence Baker (Otis); 
Riana Starr (ECSA Assist. Manager Registration); Hubert 
Damons (Schindler); Hlaks Monyaki (DoL); Sanjeev Singh 
(LIASA); Willem du Toit (SAPOA & TUT); David Kleinhans 
(Liftech Projects & LIASA). Absent were Clarence Thompson 
(ILASA) and Kurt Scholtz (Schindler).  
 
Outgoing Chairman Dr Theo Kleinhans had the pleasurable 
task of declaring all the new LIRC committee members duly 
elected for the ensuing 4-year period. He reminded them not to 
be insensible to the obligations which devolve on them, and to 
their responsibility for the faithful discharge of their duties for 
their high office.  The honour, reputation and output of the new 

LIRC committee will materially depend upon the skill 
and assiduity with which they  
 
manage ECSA's concerns, particularly when evaluating 
and proposing candidate lift inspectors for registration. 
 
A final more pleasurable task was to Chair the 
nomination and election amongst the members present 
of a Chair and Deputy-Chair for the ensuing 4-year 
period. The wishes of the members saw Hennie 
Hudson elected to Chairman. Correctly so, since 
Hennie had been Deputy Chairman for the past 4 
years. A close situation developed between Hubert 
Damons and Ronnie Branders, with Hubert getting the 
final nod as Deputy-Chairman. 
 
As always with good news comes sad news. It was 
difficult to bid farewell to Oom Jan van Wyk, founder-
chairman of LIRC who had served LIRC with 
distinction for 16 plus years; Malcolm Gow who 
represented ECSA with equal distinction for 16 years; 
Dr Theo Kleinhans and Schalk van der Merwe, both 
who served LIRC for 16 years.  
 
Deputy Registrar Riana Starr presented Theo with a 
special service award on behalf of ECSA, having served 
LIRC as Deputy Chairman for 8 years and Chairman 
for the past 4; as also the ECSA Central Registration 
Committee for 12 years and the ECSA President’s 
Forum for 8 years.   
 

http://www.constructionweekonline.com/pictures/tall-buildings.gif
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LIFT  INSPECTORS  COURSE 

 
Esteemed colleague Willem du Toit had done all that he could to 
have the Inspectors’ Course run again at TUT (Tshwane 
University of Technology) in Pretoria. The new Government 
education requirements have however placed a damper on this 
course because of the SGB & MERSETA requirements for the 
course to be re-presented in the new format for accreditation and 
recognition. The fact that an apparent 50 candidates now await 
the next course taking place, did sadly not appear to be of any 
consequence to them. 
 
Dr Theo Kleinhans had likewise tried his best to get ECSA’s 
acceptance of such courses if still run by Willem du Toit, but 
under the supervision of LIASA and being held at the registered 
Otis and Schindler Training Centers. Unfortunately, also without 
success.  
 
ECSA Education executive Neggie NDlovho was kindly called in 
to address the new LIRC Committee on Tuesday and explain the 
whole scenario required by Government and hence ECSA. The 
quickest way forward was concluded after a protracted discussion, 
for LIRC’s Education Sub-committee to be brought back into 
contention with 2 or 3 members to expedite the requirements.  
 
Theo Kleinhans proposed that the LIRC sub-committee comprise 
of Kurt Scholtz (Schindler) and Rodney Coetzee (to be Co-opted 
from Otis). If necessary, they could co-opt a third person. They 
would then work more speedily and effectively with assistance 
from Neggie in producing a draft proposal to LIRC for acceptance 
and formal forwarding to ECSA. This is to be given absolutely 
priority treatment.                    

We will keep you informed! 
 
 

 
 

LIRC  DISCUSSION  ITEMS 
 

RLI’s & Lift Registrations:  It had again been reported that RLI’s 
were involved with installations that had been non-compliantly 
installed as well as RLI’s finding installations installed and running 
without the regulatory ‘Application to Erect’ and DoL 
registration. 
 

Mr Hlaks Monyaki likewise again advised that these 
instances should be reported directly to the local DoL 
regional inspector for corrective action, possibly copying 
Hlaks. Only if unsuccessful should the complaint be 
directed to Hlaks at his DoL Pretoria office. 
 
RLI’s issuing questionable comprehensive reports must 
be reported directly to LIASA Chairman Sanjeev Singh 
or Secretary Theo Kleinhans for the requisite corrective 
action. We repeat that it is not about apportioning 
blame, but rather extracting corrective action. 
 
A further outcome was for ECSA LIRC to forthwith 
only be concerned with issues directly related to RLI 
registration. LIRC has of late become too involved with 
general Industry issues outside her mandate. 
 
CPD Courses:  Sanjeev Singh reported as Chairman of 
LIASA, the ECSA recognized voluntary association, that 
the courses promised at the recent LIASA meetings that 
are held in-house at Otis, Schindler and Kone, had not 
yet been forwarded to him through ECSA. It is an 
explicit ECSA requirement that the LIASA Excom 
validate all such in-house courses already registered with 
the lift MERSETA companies, that they can then be held 
either by or under the auspices of LIASA, or by the 
stated three companies as part and parcel of the CPD  
 
 
requirements under the Professions Act of 2000 for 
registered lift inspectors to retain their registration. 
 
Apart from assisting the Lift Industry RLI’s to meet their 
25-point CPD’s over each 5-year period, these companies 
can hold such courses in-house at a nominal charge. We 
are in fact endeavouring to have the Lift Inspectors’ 
Course reclassified to the point where these companies 
can in fact host the course requirements annually.   
 
Identification of Work:  A draft proposal of the IDoEW 
had been presented by ECSA to the CBE for acceptance. 
Ms Riana Starr reported that it had been returned to 
ECSA for changes. Once finalized and gazetted, no non-
registered person may perform any work defined in the 
cadre IDoEW’s. This implies that no unregistered person 
can then (for example) inspect lifting cranes at the 
harbours -  only to be done by a registered LMI (Lifting 
Machinery Inspector).  
 
It was also brought up that LMI’s are inspecting rack-and-
pinion lifts at the harbours. Such installations are SANS 
1545:6 compliant, requiring an RLI to effect the 
inspection. Dr Kleinhans proposed that Lydia write to 
the new Chairman of the LMI cadre to raise this concern. 
Mr Singh to likewise action from his position as 
Chairman of LIASA. 
 
Lifting Machinery Inspectors:  With 675 LMI’s now 
having been fully registered by ECSA and paying subs 
parallel to the RLI cadre, The LMI’s are now a stand-



alone cadre with their own ECSA registration committee and 
Chairman sitting on the ECSA CRC (Central Registration 
Committee). Already the formal LMI’s outnumber the RLI’s 4 to 
1 … a grave concern for our RLI future!  

 
ECSA Leadership:   On the 30th September last year, Prof Hugh 
Hanrahan concluded his stint as Acting CEO of ECSA, following 
the untimely death of Prof Ravi Nayagar. Effective 1st October Dr 
Ossie Franks took over as the newly appointed CEO. We look 
forward to many years of active development leadership from 
Ossie, who already made his presence felt at the recent ECSA 
President’s Forum and Central Registration Committee meetings. 
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50  YEARS  SERVICE  IN  LIFT  INDUSTRY 
 

We have regrettably received no further information from our 
members as requested, of colleagues who have rendered sterling 
service to the Lift Industry in South Africa for 50 or so years. 6 
Names were mentioned in the May Educom, but we need more 
detail just on these nominations 
 

 
 
 

OHSACT AMENDMENT BILL 
LIFT & ESCALATOR REGULATIONS 

 
At the March DoL ‘Select Advisory Committee’ we endeavoured 
to extract a final publication gazettal date from Chairman Mr 
Hlaks Monyaki. Being in the hands of the Hon. 
 
 
Minister of Labour, Hlaks could only reply that gazettal is 
imminent, possibly by end May. Bonnie gets calls regularly from 
the Industry as to when the gazette will appear since these 
companies need to budget for inspections for the ensuing year. 
Unfortunately ours is not to reason why … 

 
 
 
 

LIASA  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 
Friday 23rd July 

 
Annual Audit Report:   The usual June AGM has been moved to 
end July to obviate any clash with the World Soccer Cup. An 
audited statement of accounts will then be presented by Treasurer 
David Kleinhans. 
 
LIASA Annual Subscription:  At our last LIASA meeting, 
treasurer David presented the quarterly statement of accounts. Of 
note was the quantum of unpaid dues as also the relevant small 
fiscal reserves held by LIASA. Current subscriptions are only 
R380 p.a., of which ECSA grants approximately R725 discount on 
your current ECSA subs p.a. if member of a voluntary 
association. Secretary Theo Kleinhans requested at the last 
meeting that these fees be reviewed at the July AGM, possibly 

rising to R700. Through the ECSA discount, RLI’s are 
actually motivated to join LIASA. 
 
Several of our RLI members are also members of other 
voluntary associations such as SAIEE (Institute of 
Electrical Engineers) or Institute of Production 
Engineers. For your elucidation, the annual membership 
of SAIEE is R1000, so LIASA does not even come near. 
With an increased fiscal reserve LIASA would be the 
better enabled to improve service to our members, 
presently effected on a shoe-string budget.  
 
LIASA Membership Drive:   We regularly call on our 
LIASA members to motivate their colleagues to join 
LIASA.  At the May ECSA CRC meeting it was 
discussed that voluntary association membership may 
very soon become compulsory in achieving your CPD 
points. Just belonging to LIASA already ensures you 5 
points out of 25 over the 5-year CPD rolling periods.  
 
Are you aware that belonging to your local LIASA 
regional committee ensures you 5 CPD points for the 5-
year rolling period. So why not join and become an 
active part of your working future? 
 
LIASA’s Educom:   Are you also aware that 
contributing regular articles to your own Educom, can 
award you with 1 CPD credit per year? Regular articles 
published by Educom and validated by LIASA for self-
study, can award credits by answering appropriate 
questions. The Educom editorials are NOT the domain 
of the selected few … it belongs to every paid-up 
LIASA member! 
 
The LIASA Excom would like to introduce a simple and 
quick electronic response mechanism using e-mail or 
Telefax to submit answers to CPD questions raised in the 
Educom. Chairman Sanjeev Singh and Assistant 
Secretary Bonnie Peden have already embarked on a 
comprehensive administration system to control LIASA 
membership data, including CPD credits that will be 
recognized and recorded by ECSA. So we are doing a lot 
behind the scenes to protect and develop your RLI 
future. 
 
To get the above fully operative, the Educom needs to 
become a living journal … alive because of YOUR 
participation! 
 
 
Toll Roads:   The majority of RLI’s have to travel daily 
to the various installations that they need to inspect. 
Some of us even travel across the country on a weekly or 
monthly basis. One non-negotiable expense is the tolls 
that we have had to pay recently. Our inspection 
contracts of yesteryear included for the odd tolls, but is 
now reaching the point where tolls will have to be 
integrated into our cost-structure as much as fuel … and 
not forgetting the Government enforced soon to be 



accredited SANNAS cost as soon as the OHSAct Amendment Bill 
is published!   
 
National Road Agency (Sanral) senior project manager Alex van 
Niekerk, recently released a communication through which road-
users such as us, will be required to set up an account with Sanral 
using a phone-in service, or website to register. 
 
We will then be expected to load a predetermined amount of 
money in advance into such an account. As we then use the toll-
roads, the ‘float’ will diminish as electronic draws are made. He 
proposes that a free electronic tag or transponder will be provided 
to each road user, which must be displayed on the front dashboard 
or windscreen of each vehicle being used. 
 
A laser beam housed in a gantry over the freeways, will read every 
transponder and photograph the license plates of the vehicles as 
they go by. Unregistered toll-users will then receive an invoice 
inclusive of an infringement notice. Failure to pay may result in a 
warrant of arrest. So whichever way we look at it, we will once 
more be enforced to pay the extra toll taxes. 

We will keep you informed! 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTARY  ASSOCIATIONS’ JOURNALS 
 
Congratulations to Paddy Hartdegen, editor of SAIEE’s 
‘WATTnow’ in-house journal, selected by Vodacom as Regional 
Journalist of the Year for the sterling work that he has done over 
the years in promoting the professional interest and CPD of the 
SAIEE members. 
 
SAIEE produce both the WATTnow and Africa Research 
Journal. The former being identical to our Educom, but at a 
higher more professional level and budget. The latter deals with 
research projects undertaken by members for develop-mental 
studies, etc, that enrich the knowledge of all the SAIEE members. 
Just shows - We still have a long way to go! 
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EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 
 

LIASA’s contact logistics where you speak to  
Bonnie, Jenny or Theo is: 

Office: (011) 402-3001 
Telefax: (011) 402-3002 

E-Mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za
 
                PO Box 899,  Southdale,  2135 

  

mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za

