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           Late  Dave Broom  -  1.03.1941 to 11.09.2015 

The South African Lift Industry has again lost one of her senior sons 
with the passing of a colleague and lift inspector Dave Broom. Dave 
and his family came to South Africa in April 1974, landing in Durban on 
the mail-ship SA Vaal. He had been transferred from Express Lifts in 
Wales to Express Lifts Durban. Dave was an avid sportsman, having 
represented Wales twice at flank. Golf however, was his passion, a game 
he played regularly at the Royal Durban Golf Club until his recent illness 
 

In Natal Dave quickly rose through the ranks from service supervisor, to 
service manager, to manager of the Durban Branch. He however saw 
the need for an independent lift service provider in Natal and together 
with Jim Mellors, formed his own lift company called ’Multilifts’ when 
Express Lifts was sold out to Otis in South Africa.  
 

Dave will be sorely missed by wife Diane and Children Julie and Steven. 
Diane already stated missing him enormously as a husband and friend. 
 
 
 

 

 
NEW  WORLD  TRADE  

CENTRE  IN  NEW  YORK 
 

Seen here is the new 104-story 
WIC1 building, a joint venture be-
tween the Port Athority of New 
York and the New Jersey Burst 
Organisation. The new World 
Trade Centre consists of five build-
ings, designed to be the safest com-
mercial structures in the world  
 

WTC1 is the tallest structure in the 
western hemisphere and the 4th 
tallest in the world. It will house 70 
elevators and will have 3 observa-
tion decks on 100,101 & 102 floors.  
 

The 2nd Mall at the WTC which is 
currently under construction, calls 
for 365,000 sq.ft. of retail space, 
making it the largest shopping mall 
in Manhattan. Adjacent is the 9-11 
Museum at double-level.  

We all need a special friend ... 
 

“Don’t walk in front of me … I may not follow. 
Don’t walk behind me , I may not lead. 

Rather walk beside me and just be my friend”. 
 

                                                Albert Camus (c. 1820) 
 

“When deeds speak, then words are nothing!” 
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In our previous issue of EDUCOM, we wrote about the oldest 
known Otis lift still running in its original condition in Pretoria. 
We consequently requested Otis, Schindler, Kone and Mitsubi-
shi for data on their oldest running lift in the RSA. The follow-
ing replies have been received to date … 
 

OLDEST REPORTED SCHINDLER LIFT 
 

Schindler technical support director Brian Parsons was good 
enough to search their records for details of their oldest lift still 
operative. This required some in-depth investigation as the 
original ‘Fish Records’ of some 50 years had become corrupt. 
Brian was however able to extract the following data … 
 

 Contract Name:   Clarendon Court in Berea, JHBurg 

 Commissioned:   June 1933  -  equating to 82 years of 
age 

 Lift Registration Number:   JE79 

 Contract Load & Speed:   5 Person / 340kg @ 0,5m/s 

 Drive & Control:    Geared AC Single-Speed with BS11 
brake and simplex Relay Control 

 Number of Floors Served:   6 Stops (G, 1 to 5) 

 Car Doors:   Chain Driven auto steel Picket Gate 

 Landing Doors:   Timber swing Doors with HE1 locks 

 Safety-Gear:   Instantaneous safeties operated by NR0 
over-speed governor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian states the lift to be original with minor necessitated up-
grades to keep it running. “Don’t replace it if it aint broke” quips 
the Landlord. 
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OLDEST  SABIEM  (KONE)  LIFT 
 

Riekie du Plessis. Kone National Contracts Co-ordinator, sent 
us these details … 
 
The lift is installed at 
Wild Crest, Killarney, 
JHBurg. Sabiem’s first 
lift contract No.2A. 
0001. The original 
Sabiem Head Office 
was in Cape Town, 
with contract numbers 
1A.000  -  JHBurg be-
ing 2A.000 
 
Regretfully we do not 
have a copy of the 
original Government 
Registration certificate 
on file, apart from this 
first Annex ‘C’ certifi-
cate, issued in 1996 by 
the late Vic Campbell. 
 
 

 Contract Name: Wild Crest in 10th Street, Killarney 

 Commissioned:   10 September 1959  -  equating to 56 
years of age 

 Lift Registration Number:   JE 3525  

 Contract Load & Speed:   7 Person / 490kg @ 1,0m/s 

 Drive & Control:    Geared AC Two-Speed with Full Col-

lective Relay Control 

 Number of Floors Served:   9 Stops (G, 1 to 8) 

 Car Doors:   2 Panel CO Chain Driven auto steel Doors 

 Landing Doors:   2PCO steel doors (aluminium-fluted) 

 Safety-Gear:   Sliding operative safeties with radial cen-
trifugal over-speed governor. 

 

The original commissioning document is dated 1.09.1959, 
signed by ‘Old Man’ Jack Ligeti himself, the founder of Sabiem 
(SA)(Pty) Ltd. although Annex A’s as we know them today, did 
not yet exist. (Editor: I specifically remember Jack inviting me 
circa 1983 to see that first lift that ‘he’ installed. How proud he 
was of the mechanical setting-out and fitting of every bracket  -  
One did not need a spirit level and square to see that they were 
fitted to exact engineering standards) 
 

Editor’s Note:  On 17th September we tried to get access to 
the old “Jeppe Street Power Station” in New Town, down-
town Johannesburg. This power station was commissioned 
in 1926 and houses the manual hand-driven Otis hoist of 
which Mr Peter Murray sent us photos for a previous Edu-
com. Although operational, the installation had been shut 
down and registered as a national heritage site (museum). 
You may remember that the 4 cooling towers were de-
clared dangerous and imploded in 1984, a pair per two con-
secutive Sundays, to allow for clearing and any mishap.  

 

OLDEST  KNOWN  LIFTS  in the  RSA 
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OLDEST  MITSUBISHI  ELEVATOR 
 

Peter Murray sent us the following detail on their oldest ‘still 
original’ running lift, installed in Isando, Johannebsurg. The 
elevator was registered in 1974 … equating to 41 years. It is a 
13 person 910 Kg, traveling at 1,0 m/s over 4 stops. The eleva-
tor drive is AC Two-speed situated below and roped at 1:1 
reeving ratio. The government registration number is GE 157. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Note the flange-fitted motor so typical of Mitsubishi, since 
it eradicates the alignment problems associated with pedes-

tal-fitted motors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors Note:  You may have noticed that the South 
African Lift Industry has two generic synonyms for 
naming lifts and elevators … The American compa-
nies talk of ‘elevators’, whilst the European countries 
define them as ‘lifts’. Since most of the Mitsubishi 
senior staff were Otis-trained, they talk of elevators, 
although the product is Japanese. Perhaps Mr Murray 
can enlighten us more on this usage at Melco. 
 

Otis equipment was originally derived from the USA; 
Schindler from Switzerland;  Mitsubishi from Japan; 
Kone from Finland (with original Sabiem from Italy) 
and ThyssenKruppe from Germany.  
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It is however no secret that the normal lift products sold 
in South Africa from all the above companies, lately 
comes form China, except for Mitsubishi. You can still 
order the ‘original’ product from the mother country of 
these companies, but at a defined premium cost. 
 

The saving of cost on these Chinese products is passed 
on to the local purchaser. We have seen in many cases 
that a brand new lift costs less (or within say 10%) than 
an upgrade on the original equipment. This is equally 
true on escalators where a step-chain and hand-rail re-
placement can currently cost the owners mR0,25.  
 

It is therefore absolutely to the customer’s advantage to 
negotiate with their lift supply company of choice for a 
cost effective product, just ensuring that it is ‘export’ 
quality that they are buying. 

 

 

LIASA  OUTGOING  CHAIRMAN 

SANJEEV  SINGH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The members of LIASA owe Sanjeev a sincere vote of thanks 

for his almost a decade of stewardship at the helm of our 

Association. At the AGM of 17th September 2014, Sanjeev 

made it clear that he would be standing down this year. No 

amount of accolades in a valedictory address could repay the 

value that Sanjeev has contributed to the Association in his 

extended term of office. 
 

Sanjeev will leave a legacy that will be hard to follow as re-

gards unselfish inputs and countless hours expended at his 

own cost. Regrettably no nomination of stature has been re-

ceived from the older more senior ranks of the Association. 

Those that were approached immediately went on the de-

fence, expounding as to how busy they are, with no room to 

absorb the unselfish demands incumbent on a chairman who 

wishes to put back something into the industry which has 

nurtured him for the past three, four or even five decades … 

Quo vadis?   

OLDEST  KNOWN  LIFTS  in the  RSA 
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Reverently installing the new spire that will make WTC1 the 

fourth tallest building in the world 

 

   

 

ECSA  &  LIASA  MEETINGS 
 

Remaining  
SCHEDULE  for  2015: 

 

You were reminded to submit your nomina-
tions for 2016 office bearers to Bonnie Peden by 
absolutely latest 7th September.  
 
 

ECSA LIRC:        Tuesday 6th October 2015 
LIASA AGM:   Wednesday 7th Octo- 
                                 ber  2015 at Jeppe Quon 
                                 -dam at 09:00.  

 

LATE  ERIC  GROVER 
 

We regret to advise the passing of yet another son 
of the South African Lift Industry in Pretoria last 
week. Eric is recorded as having served Schindler 
for 48 years before he retired. He served as District 
Representative in Rustenburg for more than a dec-
ade before coming back to Pretoria to retire. 
 

At over two meters tall, you could not miss notic-
ing Eric. As a recognized guru of the ‘older’ 
Schindler equipment he was regularly called to as-
sist the younger servicemen. Regrettably the prom-
ised photograph did not arrive in time for printing. 

 

 

NEW  WORLD  TRADE  CENTRE  IN  NEW  YORK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a neighbourhood reborn, pulsing with energy  

& a new street-level experience 

TUT  RLI  COURSE  NOVEMBER  2015 

 

The final course date for this year is … 
 

 9-13 November 2015  -  with the exam on 28th November. 
 

Please Note:   As at end April, only 3 applications had been received for the June Course  -  It took some serious 
marketing to get the  minimum stipulated group of 15, otherwise this course would most assuredly have been 
cancelled.  Application forms are now available for the November course from Antoinette, who will distribute 
them on request to all relevant persons ... or obtain them from Bonnie.  Apply now or loose out for 2015 ...    
 

                               Antoinette  Marneweck’s E-mail  -  marnewecka@tut.ac.za 
 

This is a 

neighborhood 

reborn, 

pulsing with 

energy 

offering a 

street-level 

experience.

Reverently installing the spire…

mailto:marnewecka@tut.ac.za
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OBLIGATORY  ALARMS  &  INTERCOMS  in  LIFTS    

By Willem du Toit 
 

For the past fourteen years we use SANS 50081-1:2004 and still 
there are people who argue about the alarms and intercoms on 
a lift installation. If the following is not clear, nothing will ever 
be ... 
 

14.2.3 Emergency Alarm Device 
 

14.2.3.1 In order to call for outside assistance, passengers shall 
have available in the car an easily recognizable and accessible 
device for this purpose. 
 

14.2.3.2 The power for this device shall be either from the 
emergency lighting supply called for in 8.17.4 or from an equiva-
lent supply.                
      

NOTE: In the case of connection to a public tele-
phone network, 14.2.3.2 does not apply. 

 

14.2.3.3 This device shall allow a two-way voice communica-
tion allowing permanent contact with a rescue service. After 
initiation of the communication system no further action of the 
trapped person shall be necessary. 
 

No argument that this is an intercom between the lift car 
and a person who can arrange the rescue. 

 

14.2.3.4 An intercom system, or similar device, powered by the 
emergency supply referred to in 8.17.4 shall be installed between 
the inside of the lift car and the place from which the emergency 
operation is carried out if the lift travel exceeds 30 m or if a di-
rect acoustic communication between both locations is not pos-
sible. 
 

No argument that this is an intercom between the lift car 
and the machinery room or the rescue panel  

on the top floor. 
 

15.   Notices, Markings and Operating Instructions 
 

15.2.3.1 The button of the alarm shall be yellow in colour and 
identified by the symbol: a picture of a BELL. 
 

15.2.4 Instructions to ensure the safe use of the lift shall be 
placed in the car whenever the need for these is apparent. 
 

15.2.4b) For lifts with telephones or an intercom system, the 
instruction for use if not self-evident. 
 

Alarm Device  
 

The bell or device activated during a call for help from the car 
shall be clearly marked “Lift Alarm”. 
 

In the case of multiple lifts it shall be possible to identify the car 
from which the call is being made. 
 

(Author’s note: 15.12 is at the rescue service and not in the car) 
 

Now let us go back to 5.10 Emergency Release. 
 

If there is a risk for persons working in the well being trapped 
and no means are provided to escape, either through the car, or 
through the well, alarm devices shall be installed at places where 
this risk exists. 
 

The alarm devices shall fulfill the requirements of 14.2.3.2 
and 14.2.3.3. 
 

No argument that this is on top of the car and in the pit 
and it shall comply with 14.2.3.2 and 14.2.3.3, which  

clearly describes an intercom. 
 

 

Digital Signature 
By Willem du Toit 

 

On Tuesday 2015-09-01 there was a SANAS Communica-
tion workshop for Accredited Inspection Bodies at Farm 
Inn, Pretoria. Only Adam Kahn from Otis and myself from 
the lift inspection bodies attended this enlightening work-
shop.  
 

Interesting topics like “contracting-in” and “conflict of in-
terest”, which are still grey areas in the lift inspection field, 
were discussed in detail:  

 It was explained that when an inspection body uses  
contracted inspectors, those inspectors will be as-
sessed by SANAS as if they were employed by the in-
spection body. 

 Various “conflict of interest” excuses were used in the 
past for not wanting certain assessors at inspection 
bodies. A conflict must be real in future before it will 
be considered and a real conflict will stand for at least 
two years. 

 The most important issue that I picked up ... was the 
compulsory use of an electronic signature on legal documents in the 
future. I would suggest that inspection bodies take note 
of this as it will be a requirement at your next assess-
ment. It sounds like another mountain to climb, but it 
really is not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The photo shows the contact details of ‘Law Trust’ from 
where this signature can be obtained. On the photo is also a 
sample of my electronic signature. The interesting thing 
about the signature is that it automatically prints who signed 
the document at what date and time. The signatures are only 
possible with the memory stick inserted in your computer 
and after entering your password.  
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  ALBERT  EINSTEIN  at  SCHOOL 
 

Parents of underachievers the world over have taken comfort in 
the myth that Albert Einstein failed maths at school and was 
labelled useless before he went on to change the face of modern 
physics. 
 

Historians now prove that these facts were distorted and that 
Einstein in fact excelled at school. At the age of barely 16 he did 
fail the entrance exam to a Swiss polytechnic in Zurich, but he 
was at least two years younger than the other applicants. Sec-
ondly, that he failed in linguistics, zoology and botany. He how-
ever passed the maths at such a high level that he was admitted 
to the polytechnic the following year after he had turned 17. 

 

MICROWAVE  NUKES 
 

Whereas sci-fi movies regularly plot microwaves into their 
movie themes, microwaves have been proven that they pose no 
risk and cause no cell mutation because of ‘toxic radiation’. 
 

Prophets of doom claimed the radiation produced by microwave 
ovens can make food radioactive, but experts confirmed as long 
ago as in the late 1980’s that the only way that you can injure 
yourself with a microwave oven, is by burning your fingers on 
the hot food that it has just heated. 

OTIS  ACQUIRES  SERVICE  BUSINESS of   
THYSSENKRUPPE in SOUTH  AFRICA 

 

 

LIGHTNING  STRIKES 
 

We were schooled by our parents from a young age that light-
ning never strikes the same spot twice. Skyscrapers such as the 
Carlton Centre in Johannesburg are however struck hundreds of 
times a year. American researchers recently discovered that a 
third of all lightning strikes a place that it has struck before … 
Why? Because the right scientific physical situation has 
been created at that particular spot for the lightning to 
again take the path of least resistance! 

 

EATING  SPIDERS  in  your  SLEEP 
. 

You may remember the furore that was caused a decade and a 
half ago by a researcher who claimed that the average person 
swallows up to eight spiders in a lifetime in their sleep. This was 
sited in Japan (an IT Mecca) as one of the reasons for so many 
people seen walking with dust-masks … yes, dust and smog 
did enter the equation, but it was a bogus research finding by 
an American psychologist. He fabricated the story to show psy-
chologically how gullible people were. When the internet was 
developed in the late 1990’s, it brought with it a very rapid dis-
semination of IT information to the rank and file of the world. 
The myth was therefore released to prove how quickly people 
will believe what they hear ... accepting it as gospel!  

                                                 
 
                                                                                                     

For Immediate Release     
 

 
JOHANNESBURG, September. 8 2015 – Otis (Pty) Ltd, part of Otis Elevator, the world’s largest manufacturer and maintainer 
of people-moving products, including elevators, escalators and moving walkways, announced today the acquisition of the local 
service business of ThyssenKrupp Elevator (South Africa) (Pty.) Ltd. The transaction will give customers access to Otis expertise 
in service and maintenance and expand Otis’ capabilities in the region. Otis is a part of UTC Building & Industrial Systems, a unit 
of United Technologies Corp. (NYSE: UTX). 
 

“This acquisition will increase our operational footprint, connecting us with new customers and increasing the 
number of units we maintain and repair,” said Segren Reddy, managing director, Otis Southern Africa. “We 
believe this acquisition will result in great benefits for our new and existing customers, including the opportu-
nity to discuss Otis solutions for new equipment and modernisation products in building rejuvenation projects 
in South Africa.”  
 

Employees currently working for ThyssenKrupp will be incorporated into Otis business units. Terms of the transaction will not be 
disclosed. For more information about Otis, visit   www.otis.com/site/za.   
 

About Otis 
 

Otis is the world’s largest manufacturer and maintainer of people-moving products, including elevators, escalators and moving 
walkways. Founded more than 160 years ago by the inventor of the safety elevator, Otis offers products and services through its 
companies in more than 200 countries and territories, and maintains more than 1.8 million elevators and escalators worldwide. 
Otis is a part of UTC Building & Industrial Systems, a unit of United Technologies Corp., a leading provider to the aerospace and 
building systems industries worldwide. For more information, visit www.otis.com or follow @OtisElevatorCo on Twitter. 

  For more information contact:  Hayley Elwen   (011) 867 7763   Hayley.elwen@utc.com   

HISTORICAL  MYTHS 

http://www.otis.com/site/za/pages/default.aspx
http://www.otis.com/site/za
http://www.otis.com
http://www.twitter.com/otiselevatorco
mailto:Hayley.elwen@utc.com
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  LIASA  CONTACT  DETAILS  
 

Bonnie Peden  -  National executive Secretary 

Office: (011) 869-4975  -  Telefax: (011) 869-2122 
  

E-Mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 

Website Address: www.iliasa.org.za 

PO Box 531,  Alberton,  1450 

 

LIASA in 1995, to qualify for ECSA (Engineering Council) recognition 
as a ‘Voluntary Association’ (VA  -  Article 21 Association), formal Arti-
cles of Association were required, along with a formalized membership struc-
ture. These were drawn up by founder members Dr Theo Kleinhans and Steve 
le Roux. Steve was elected as Chairman of the National Executive Commit-
tee in Gauteng, with Theo as Executive Secretary-Treasurer; Mike Russell as 
Regional Chairman Western Cape and Graham Mould as Regional Chair-
man Eastern Cape. Natal and the Free State were vacant at that time.   
 

The LIASA membership has regrettably reduced to 145 paid-up mem-
bers,   possibly due to the curtailing forces of the SANAS accreditation. 

 
New LIASA membership cards were issued to all present at the September 
2014 Conference, who had paid their subs. The balance will be posted as 
soon as the GPO service resume to normal, inclusive of the relevant CPD 
advice forms. Remember that proof has to be retained in case you are called 
on to present them to ECSA. Membership of LIASA ensures an ECSA 
subscription rebate more than  equal to the LIASA subscription, being a 
motivator to engender or retain LIASA membership.   □ 

 

EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Educom’s contact logistics, where you speak to … 

The Editor  -  Bonnie Peden  
 

Office: (011) 869-4975 

Telefax: (011) 869-2122                  

E-mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 
 

                             PO Box 531,  Alberton,  1450 

 
 

Please forward us your newsworthy articles and photos for dis-

sémination to all our colleagues around the RSA. 
 

Articles contributed to Educom are evaluated by ECSA as CPD, 
assisting you to achieve your minimum 5 points per year, avera-
ged out over 5-year rolling periods. Remember that … 

 
 

« Ignorance of FACT is no excuse  
for any stated non-compliance » 

 

« Liberty means responsibility  -   

That is why most men dread it » 
 

                                                              George Bernard Shaw 

We are on the Web  -  go to … 
 www.iliasa.org.za 

The web is maintained by LIASA Chairman Sanjeev Singh 
for the members’ benefit 

 

Winds of Change 
 

“The winds of grace blow all the time. 
All we need to do is set our sails 

and access our reservoirs of pure potential” 
 

                                                                     Rama Krishna                                                                           

 
 
 

 

 
 

GENERAL   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WTC4, the new hub for bus and train transport … 

Built on the recent ‘Ground Zero’ and the ashes of the 9-11 
catastrophe that shook the Western World. 

 

YOU ARE A SPECIAL PERSON ... 
 

Dedicated to the memory of Dave Broom. 
 

“Whoever you are, there is always some person who 
thinks you are perfect … 

There is always some work that will never be done 
if you don’t do it! 

There is always someone who would really miss 
you if you were gone … 

There is therefore always a good reason for becom-
ing better than you are … for there will always be a 

place in life that you alone can fill!” 
                                                                             Goëthe (c. 1886) 

 

SOLSTICE  vs  VERNAL  EQUINOX 
 

On 21st September we experienced the spring equinox, with the day 

and night being of equal length. 21st June was our winter solstice with 

the longest night. Exactly in three months time we will have the sum-

mer solstice, with the longest day … so if you’re in Cape Town over 

Christmas, the sun will only set around 21:45 in the evening. 

mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za
http://www.iliasa.org.za/
mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za

