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BURJ KHALIFA 
 

This recent photo of the Burj Khalifa, the world’s 
tallest building at 829m, is so colourful and com-
manding, that we could not resist re-printing it as 
a front-cover. The 160 storey building was com-
menced in January 2004 and completed 4th Janu-
ary 2010, situated in Dubai in the UAE. 
 

The Burj offers m1,85 sq.ft. of residential space 
and 300 000 of commercial office space, with 3000 
undercover basement parkings. The ‘tripedal’ 
shape allows the building to cope safely with heavy 
storm winds. The outer main structural walls were 
cast in 80Mpa concrete, more that twice the nor-
mal strength rating. 
 

Alain Robert, aka the ‘French Spiderman’, scaled 
the tower in just over 6 hours in March 2011. Soul 
flyer world champions Fred Fugen and Vince Ref-
fet added to the world Guinness’ ‘Highest Base 
Jump’ record in April 2014 , surely feats that none 
of us even desire to emulate. 

OTIS’  BURJ  KHALIFA 
in  DUBAI  -  160  FLOORS 
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On Monday 26th February we attended a special 
workshop meeting at Laboria House as regards the 
impact of the effective change-over from the SANS 
50081-1&2 to the SANS 50081-20&50. The discus-
sions included a quality comparison by Bruno Isler 
between the old and new standards, as also the impact 
of these standards on the South African Lift Industry 
by Peter Murray. Hlaks Monyaki concluded on the 
way forward. Hosted by Mr Hlaks Monyaki, 22 RLI’s. 
AIA’s and lift service providers attended.     
 

Bruno Isler  -  Comparison Old & New 
  

Bruno commenced his overview of the standards with 
a definition of a standard  -  stressing that it is a mini-
mum standard as opposed to a maximum. As such we 
are duty bound to continually improve and optimise 
the standard, having due regard for the SABS’ agree-
ment in terms of copyright. A standard must always be 
performance-based! 
 

Bruno reminded us that the EN81-1&2 (1998), has 
been in use for nearly 20 years. Only in 2005 was it 
modified to include the ‘A1 PESSRAL’  -  Programma-
ble Electronic System in Safety Related Applications.  
It had in retrospect included ‘A2’ of 2004, covering 
MRL’s (motor room-less applications). Then only in 
2009 was ‘A3’ added. Thus this EN81 or SANS 
50081-1&2 is the current legal standard.   
 

Bruno then explained the background of the EN81-20 
& 50, yet to be incorporated into the OHSAct.  Part 
20 (EN81-20) deals with the traction, hydraulic and 
other future drives. Part 50 (EN 81-50), deals with the 
calculations, examinations and tests of lift components 
such as over-speed governors, safety-gear, buffers and 
door-drives.     
 

This was obviously achieved through the input of mul-
tiple international specialists and technical exchange 
groups. This resulted in an official CEN enquiry in 
November 2013. The enquiry was released in January 
2014 and closed in March 2014. It was then published 
for international acceptance with a 3-year window 
period. 
 

Needless to say that positive comments were received 
from 29 participating countries, all an endeavour to 
improve public safety. It resulted in ISO 22559-6&7, 
now a world standard on the ISO road map  -  More 
specifically EN81-20&50. For a free copy of the 14-
page technical comparison, please e-mail Bonnie.  
 

Peter Murray  -  Impact New  
SANS 50081-20&50 

 

Peter having now taken over the stewardship of the 
ISO TC178 committee’s workings, he confirmed that 
SABS will continue with the standards setting and pub

SPECIAL  DOL  MEETING  AT  LABORIA  HOUSE 

  

-lishing to the industry. This included the affirmation 

that the  longstanding SANS50081-1&2 will still 

apply for a period of three years, allowing a smooth-

er transformation to the proposed SANS 50081-20 & 

50. Bonnie will approach SABS ASAP for these CDs 
 

To this end it is vital that LIASA carry out  training 

workshops for the RLI’s in our industry, to bring 

everyone up to the same level of inspection and test-

ing requirements. Importantly, the inspection and test 

annexures will now be the domain of DoL for legal 

governance. 
 

Peter concluded with the development behind the 

scenes of the task groups working on these SANS 

standards. When published in 1998, SANS 50081-

1&2 consisted of 16 pages. It grew to 169 by 2005; 

then 265 pages in 2009.  The latest progress for in-

formation, is the proposed renumbering of this stand-

ard to ISO 8100-1&2. So start getting used to the 

current known standards metamorphizing into ‘ISO’ 

numbered standards. 
 

The workshop under the chairmanship of Hlaks 

Monyaki, agreed to a transition period of 1 year for 

the transformation to the new SANS 50081-20 & 50. 

 

New Customer Service  
Delivery Model 

 

Cleaning out archives of all files of over 10 years 
standing, the following communication from one of 
the major multi-nationals drew our attention … 
 

“The implementation of this model has been 
designed to increase the efficiencies, define 
standards and practices, and to build the  

capability and excellence within the  
Field Department.” 

 

It was naturally food for thought. Regretfully how-
ever, we do not believe that this proposed strategy 
really got past the executive floor, and certainly not 
down to the workforce coalface. Granted that the 
CEO, under whose signature this communique was 
issued is long gone, the requirement for such a ser-
vice-delivery still exists as strongly as ever.  
 

The pity is that it has fallen by the wayside with 
budget constraints, etc, and just the general apathy of 
the portfolio managers within the lift companies. 

They promise  
what they seem unable to deliver! 
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Few people are aware that there are a massive 69,381 registered 
elevators and escalators in this vertically obsessed city, and 
nearly all of them promise a journey about as exotic and excit-
ing as making toast. You get in, you push a button or crank a 
handle ... the doors open a few seconds later at your destination. 

 

But there remain quite a few hundred machines, manually con-
trolled and chauffeur-driven, where climbing aboard is more 
like taking a short trip on the Orient Express. The below photo 
is of a 1927 (91 years) Haughton elevator in the wedge-shaped 
Venetian Gothic Tower overlooking Prospect Park in Brooklyn. 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This ancient call-registration indicator serves 17 floors and op-
erates with flags that indicate a car and/or landing call. The Ele-
vator Operator cancels them by pushing the manual strikes un-
der the indicator.  
 

And then our South African lift companies complain 
about their lifts being obsolete at 25 years, with spares 
no longer available, proposing costly upgrades! 
 

Quite a few dozen of New York’s passenger elevators are still 
manually operated, forming a hidden museum of obsolete tech-
nology and anachronistic employment. Check for yourself on 
the below web … 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/15/nyregion/
manual-elevators-operators.html?smid=tw-share 
 

Surprisingly, is the over-69 thousand lifts registered in New 
York, probably double that registered in the whole of Southern 
Africa. Being a very old USA city, a sizeable percentage of 
these lifts must be over 50-years old. So RSA CEO’s, stop 
complaining about spares and obsolescence … we don’t have a 
patch on the USA elevator service companies. 
 

A second thought, who controls all these elevators from 
a safety, health and legal compliance point of view ...?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shown above is this 91-year old manual control lever, 
operated by Mr Ramon Rivera for the past 35 years. He 
claims jokingly to have had his ups and downs in life! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The above 1925 flyball over-speed governor, installed at 
McGlynn Hays elevator service company in Hell’s Kitchen 
(current popular TV series). Mike Perlman of the McGlynn 
Hays machine shop, repairs old parts to give them new life at 

230 West 39th Street in Manhattan. Below is a 1935 model. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANCIENT  ELEVATORS  IN  NEW  YORK 
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Nu-Line’s ‘Alexander Road’ 
Fresnaye  -  Cape Town 

 

Working together with the well know group of architects at 
Stefan Antoni  Associates, Nu-Line managed to design and 
manufacture a custom made circular elevator that travels 
through a floating spiral staircase.  This project had specific 
challenges linked to space retains and the radius needed for 
the glass door operation.  The lift is designed to be a focal 
feature in the centre of the house and facilitates three landing 
floors.  The capacity is 6 passenger / 450kg.  The brief was 
also to conceal as many of the working parts of the elevator 
as possible, so most of the door header working mechanisms 
and guide attachments are covered with removable stainless 
steel cladding.  As listed on the Property24 website, this 
house was sold for R70 million. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Higgo  Crescent’  -  Cape  Town 
 

Often an elevator is not considered when building a new 
house, but Nu-Line can assist by designing and manufactur-
ing both the shaft and elevator and install them as a retrofit.  
This photo seen right, shows how the glass and steel shaft 
can be built, free standing from the existing house but still 
remain a pivotal point and become a feature enhancing both 
the house design and value.   There is an additional floor 
below ground level which allows access to the underground 
parking garage . Nu-Line supplied the whole installation. 

 

‘Aspen  Pharmacare’  -  Port  Elizabeth 
 

Nu-Line have been manufacturing and installing a wide se-
lection of nineteen different products for Aspen Phamacare 
in Port Elizabeth.  Seen below is a 5000kg goods elevator.  
Being a pharmaceutical company, the elevator products cho-
sen are designed to explicit specifications. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHINDLER  -  LATE RECENT  SOUTH  AFRICAN  SALES  MARKET  NEWS 
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RECENT  AFRICA  INSTALLATIONS 
 

Over the past year, Nu-Line have installed products in the Congo, Namibia and Mozambique.    
The latest project would be Marginal Mall which comprised of four escalators and five elevators. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trade Expo and awareness of local products from a South African company 
 

To ensure that trade and industry are aware that local companies also manufacture elevator products; Nu-
Line participated in the Cape Construction Expo.  This was a good platform to interact with other members 

of the building industry, promoting local labour and local product. 
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We recently informed all our firearm owners readers 
of government’s endeavours to make the RSA a gun-
free country, that is acting against ALL LEGALLY 
OWNED firearms. Yet there is no move against the 
illegal firearm ownership of the crime element in the 
country. SA Hunters’ see this as a move against 
our constitutional right to be accredited and li-
censed to own a ‘legal’ firearm. They accordingly 
applied to the Court to set the SAP’s action aside. 
 

This SAHGCASA (SA Hunters) court application 
against the Minister of Police about the renewal of 
ALL firearm licenses will be heard in the North 
Gauteng High Court on 25 and 26 April 2018. 
 

SA Hunters’ court application deals with the consti-
tutionality of the actions by the SAPS and the Central 
Firearm Registry (CFR) regarding the renewal of 
firearm licenses. The Association’s legal action fol-
lowed on SAPS’ directive to police stations in Febru-
ary 2016, instructing firearm owners whose firearm 
licenses had expired, to hand in their firearms at 
their nearest police station for destruction. 
  

In terms of Section 24 of the Firearms Control Act 
(Act 60 of 2000 as amended) firearm owners must 
renew firearm licenses that had been issued since 
2006. Such a renewal application must be submitted 
at least 90 days before the license expires. However, 
the Act does not allow SAPS to make decisions re-
garding the surrendering and destruction of firearms 
because of late license renewal applications.  
 

It is estimated that 190 000 firearm licenses had ex-
pired since 2011 and for which no renewal applica-
tions have been submitted. Most of these firearms are 
handguns that were acquired for self-defence purpos-
es for which a license is only valid for five years, 
whereas the hunting rifles owned by these citizens 
have a license valid for 10 years. 
 

SA Hunters CEO, Fred Camphor, said that most of 
these firearm owners simply forgot to renew their 
handgun licenses since the rifles have double the pe-
riod for re-application. “They are not criminals and 
did not use these firearms in criminal acts. They just 
forgot to renew their licenses in the same way people 
sometimes forget to renew their drivers’ licenses or 
motor vehicle licenses. In these instances, the person 
renews the license and pays an administrative fine 
without having to surrender his motor vehicle.” 
 

Since 2011, SAPS accepted each license renewal ap-
plications that had been submitted (even five years 
after they had expired).  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These applications were processed and renewal licenses 
were issued providing the applicant met the required criteria. 
There are thousands of examples.  
 

In February 2016, this situation changed when the new act-
ing police commissioner instructed police stations NOT to 
accept any late renewal applications for firearm licenses. In 
addition … police had to inform applicants that they were 
in illegal possession of a firearm and should immediately 
surrender their firearms at their nearest police station. 
 

SA Hunters believes the police’s action is illegal and 
brought the court application to amend the Act and correct 
the shortcomings. If SA Hunters succeeds with its applica-
tion in April, all firearm owners in South African will ben-
efit and not only its 40 000 hunter members. 
   
 

DoL Workshop on Proposed new Standards 
in Pretoria on 26.02.2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIREARM  LICENCES … LATEST  NEWS 
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DOWN MEMORY LANE  -   
WINDHOEK 

 

We had a communication from Klaus Pritzen, ex-
Schindler branch manager in Windhoek in the 
1965 to 1995 era. In the ‘Old Days’ Klause super-
vised his own construction installations, including 
commissioning, inspection and final hand-over. 
Those were the days! Now 93 and on pension for 
22 years, Klaus lives in a ‘fort’ in Uis, Damara-
land, where some 200 elderly persons reside be-
cause of the healthy dry, yet cool ‘sea’ air, and NO 
CRIME! The nearest town for a bank, doctor, 
chemist and groceries is 135km away. But states 
Klaus, they don’t need it. The sea is only 130km 
away, where the fishing is very good. Camping 
overnight, with lots of beer, he fills his deepfreeze 
with fish fillets over a weekend every month. 
“Now you know why I stay here and not in an 
old-age-home” ... says Klaus.   
 
 

REGULATORY INSPECTION and 
TEST LOGS 

 

On approximately half of the audit and comprehensive 
report inspections this past month, have our AIA asso-
ciates complained of the lift service providers’ service-
men logging the statutory lift inspection and test re-
quirements EVERY MONTH!   
 

Logging the 6-monthly rope inspections every month is 
bad enough, but logging the annual overspeed-governor 
and safety-gear tests is a direct indication that these 
tests are simply NOT BEING DONE! This equipment 
must by now be worn away totally! WHERE is the SU-
PERVISION to ensure that these regulatory logs are 
carried out and recorded correctly by the servicemen! 

DoL 26.02.2018 Workshop on 
SANS 50081-1&2 

 

Several important side issues were discussed in the 
workshop that require being highlighted … 

 

 Local Manufacture Type-Testing 
 

The local independent lift service providers fill a very 
important niche in our industry, especially as regards lift 
modifications and even new equipment. As such they 
manufacture controllers and components locally, with-
out the type-test certificates that come with imported 
equipment. SANS 50081-20 & 50 highlight this require-
ment. Sanjeev Singh explained that for purposes of an 
Annex ‘A’ commissioning report, anomalies exist be-
tween new standards’ installations and modifications on 
existing installations installed without a standard at that 
time.  The current Annex ‘A’ commissioning report al-
lows (for example) that if a hydraulic buffer has not 
been type-tested, the annexure makes allowance for 
testing the buffer to an acceptable level of acceptance. 
Regrettably it does not cover a new locally manufac-
tured controller or certain constituent components such 
as landing locks.  
 

 Rack & Pinion Registration on Same Sites 
 

There have been several instances on large construction 
sites where say a rack & Pinion lift is moved from one 
section of the building site to another. Mr Monyaki con-
firmed that it does not then require re-registration be-
cause it’s still on the same physical address. 

 

 SANS 50081 Transformation Period : 1 Year 
 

Peter Murray explained that the various multinationals 
and local independents are at varying levels of import-
ing new equipment, especially from Asia Pacific (China 
and Korea). This implies that equipment imported from 
these suppliers may already be manufactured under 
SANS(EN)50081-20 & 50. Other suppliers again may 
be manufacturing under SANS(EN)50081-1&2. It is 
therefore vital not to curtail any sales marketing and 
manufacturing efforts through legislation. A parallel 
transformation period should therefore be stipulated, 
which the workshop settled on 1-year, whereby both old 
and new standards would be legal tender.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

FROM  BONNIE  PEDEN’S  PEN  -  Answering  LIASA  inquiries ... 

 

LIASA  FACEBOOK 
 

In view of the escalating inquiries for infor-
mation and advice, I have considered the best 
option to be a LIASA technical ‘Facebook’. 
 

RLIS’s can in future be more transparent in 
their inquiries, since I am sure that more posi-
tive results can then be obtained from our in-
dustry specialists  -  especially on the technical 
side where some RLI queries require search-
ing the SANS standards for a technically cor-
rect reply. Let’s at least try it! 

Bonnie Peden    

 

“The words of the tongue should have three gate-
keepers ... Is it true? … Is it kind? …  

Is it at all necessary?” 
 

“Remember that in life … what comes with ease 
… goes with ease” 

 

Mahatma Ghandi  (1869 < 1948)  
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FROM  WILLEM  du  TOIT’S  DESK  -  Reporting on ...  

We sometimes (for example), get tripped by whether a lift 
was sold before 1 May 1994 or not. Lifts sold before 
this date are deemed to comply with the SANS standards 
so we just cannot call for any requirement from the SANS 
standard, unless there was a modification. I use the sim-
ple rule of whether the lift or escalator has an old official 
registration number or a new one. Lifts with old official 
numbers are automatically deemed to comply with the 
new SANS standards. 
 

Some of us also exceed our field of inspections. We call 
for fire extinguishers while that is a function of the Fire 
Department. I insist with my clients to put their fire extin-
guishers outside the machinery rooms. We call for things 
on the DB while that falls under the electrical Certificate 
of Compliance (COC) of the building, where some of us 
are not even qualified in that domain. We call for earth 
leakage units in buildings older than the invention of 
these earth leakage units. 
 

By Regulation ... 

• The Commissioning Acceptance Report (Annex A) 
only needs to be kept for 10 years (LE8.1g). At this point 
we cannot call for it on lifts installed or upgraded before 
2008. 

• Rope certificates can only be called for if ropes were 
installed after the promulgation of the latest Lift Escalator 
and Passenger Conveyor Regulations (LER), which was 
17 September 2010. 

• Switches on counterweight safety gears only apply to 
lifts registered after 1 January 1978. 

• Emergency lights and alarms only became compul-
sory after 1 January 1978. 

•  There were not many regulations before 1978 as we 
know them today, so we as RLI’s must be very careful 
what we call for on these older lifts.  
 

 

Upgraded/Modified lifts … 
 

• It was repeatedly discussed that we must look at the 
‘Scope of Work’ of what was sold? There is no such 
thing that an entire installation must comply with the lat-
est Standard after only a partial upgrade/modification. 

• A pitfall is the buffers in the pit. Some old 1,5m/s lifts 
already used “reduced stroke buffering” and therefore 
had spring buffers (energy accumulation) in the pit, be-
cause the speed was forced down at the terminal land-
ings by using a stopping switch on the car or slow down 
switches in the well. If there is then an upgrade/modifica-
tion, either hydraulic (energy dissipation) buffers must be 
installed  … or a means of forcing the speed down to be-
low 1m/s at the terminal landings. 
 

In General … 
 

• We often call for cleaning as an item … If there is no 
hazard due to the dirt, why list it as a defect? 

• We call for oil leaks to be attended to … If it is not a 
hazard, it cannot be listed on the CR. 

• We call for the original registration certificates … we 
all know that it is impossible to get copies from DOL. Ra-
ther call for the re-registration of the lift or escalator. 
 

In court cases where we regularly come up against our 
fellow RLI’s, the opposing advocates do not have any 
mercy on you when you are in the witness stand … So  
we must be careful with what we list as defects on a CR. 

 

 

 

DEFECTS  
on  COMPREHENSIVE  REPORTS 

 

Quite often I get calls from lift service providers with queries about 
the defects listed on Comprehensive Reports (CR). I am not an au-
thority on this and it is not my place to say when another Regis-
tered Lift Inspector (RLI) was at fault or not. 
 

This issue has been discussed regularly at various forums . We 
cannot use the CR as a quality of maintenance audit. We cannot 
use the CR as a selling tool for a lift service provider (LSP). We 
cannot use the CR to express our personal opinions. 
 

We must be able to substantiate a defect on a CR by a relevant Regula-
tion or a Standard which is incorporated into the relevant Regulation. It is 
therefore very important to determine which Regulations and Standards 
were in force at the time that the lift or escalator was installed. 

“You always think that you could have done 
more. That’s why you need a friend to tell you … 

that you did all that you could” 
 

Robert Brault (1865)   
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UK  HEALTH & SAFETY  NEWS 
 

Geoff.hayward@allianz.co.uk 
 

 

ThyssenKrupp unveils the world’s first … 
sideways-moving elevator system 

https://youtu.be/e98pcUvT0k8?t=123  &  
https://youtu.be/E7QlAsxJP-g?t=7 

 
 

 

250-TON DOCKSIDE CRANE  -  1938 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geoff produces this photo of a 250-ton dock-side 
crane which their ‘Engineering Surveyors’ inspect 
annually. In South Africa, an LMI (Lifting Machin-
ery Inspector) would inspect this crane. Wonder 
how he will carry out the RSA regulated ‘load-tests’ 
every year … apart from being overawed at the size? 
 

Geoff writes that even in the UK they sometimes 
suffer from a ’spares’ shortage. A specific instance 
is this 100 Ton Steam Crane at Alexandra Dock (top 
right) This fixed-jib steam crane was built by James 
Taylor & Co. of Birkenhead for the Hull & Barnsley 
Railway Company in 1886, the year that the company 
opened. It is now a "historics listed building" … 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(And so it should be after 122 years  -  Editor) 
 
 

POOR LIFT SERVICE 
 

Ronnie Branders sent us these photos of poor lift ser-
vice of a multi-national … 
 

The shoe liners on 
this lift’s Cwt are 
missing, with the 
Cwt running on the 
guide shoe hous-
ings. How long has 
this continued, with 
the serviceman log-
ging his monthly 
service a scant few 
days ago! 
How long before this 
results in a major if 
not fatal accident? 
 
This photo regurge-
tates the old perenni-
al of the lift compa-
nies not supplying 
the regulatory certifi-
cate and record book 
holder. On this instal-
lation they are simply 
left on top of the car, 
to be stood on and 
disfigured!  The lift 
inspector then has to 
sit and work through 
everything to estab-
lish compliance! 
 
 
 
 

REGULATORY  HEALTH  and  SAFETY  NEWS 
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LIASA Chairman Ronnie Branders, submitted the be-
low photos, accompanied by the script of how long 
must we beg the service providers to effect what they 
have in fact contracted to supply in the first place? The 
recent LIASA general meeting even suggested that Edu-
com name-and-shame the defaulting company. Worse 
still, the Educom is issued freely as a courtesy to the 
CEO’s of the multi-national lift companies, exactly in 
an endeavour to motivate compliance by their compa-
ny’s subordinate staff!     
 

This top floor landing header is a reflection in point, 
where the serviceman logged his service a scant few 
days ago!  

 WHO must now remove the empty oil container 
if he doesn’t?  

 WHO must now clean the top floor landing door 
header if he doesn’t?                                                                                                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This below bakelite toggle ‘emergency stop-switch’ and in-
spection light switch are still fairly common on very old lifts. 
AIA risk assessments should determine to at least the modi-
fication to the latest regulatory inspection control. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ronnie advises that apart from the guide shoe liner be-
ing missing (or worn away), the holding bolts are lose, 
with the possibility of the shoe housing falling off any 
day. As always, the serviceman logged his monthly ser-
vice only days ago.  

 

Do these guys work with blinkers on or 
have they just not been trained … or 

more simply stated, do they just not care?  

 

CONTINUED  OHSACT  IGNORANCE 
 

Believe it or not, with all the publications and 
communications, we still have a registered in-
dependent lift service provider installing not 
one, but FIVE SANS 1545:4 platform lifts in 
private residences WITHOUT the regulatory 
Annex 1 ‘Application to Install’. 
 

Whereas we recently advised of SANS 1545:1 
passenger lifts being installed at the University 
of Bloemfontein without applications to install. 
Now we hear the same company installed sim-
ilar lifts in the University of Stellenbosch with-
out registration? Our first question is “where 
do these people come from” that they operate 
within the lift industry but blatantly ignore 
the legal requirements that binds their compa-
ny’s operational management?  
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There still seems to confusion in our industry as to what the various light intensity is required in terms of lifts and 
escalators. This topic has been dealt by Willem du Toit in previous issues of Educom. However, a little repetition 
helps keep the mind fresh. Let us look at what the regulations and standards state … 
 

Firstly, we must understand that anything stated in a regulation will take precedence over what is mentioned in a 
standard. Which brings us to the Environmental Regulations for Workplaces of 1987, which is incorporated into the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act No.85 of 1993. In this regulation, the minimum average value of maintained 
illuminance for lifts is further divided into car interior and motor room. We can therefore see that according to this 
regulation, the lighting intensity for a lift car interior is 100Lux and for lift motor rooms 300Lux. We can also see 
that the Environmental regulations indicate that escalators must have 100Lux at floor level. 
 

If we then look at SANS 50081, you will see that the lighting requirements for lift car interior and motor room is 
somewhat lower at 50Lux and 100Lux respectively, however, as the regulations take preference over the lift stand-
ard, we must comply with what is stated in the Environmental regulations.  
 

For all other areas of lighting requirements not mentioned in the Environmental regulations, we simply use what is 
stated in the relevant lift and escalator standards. The following tables below, give a brief comparison of the various 
lighting requirements between the Environmental regulations and SANS 50081-1/2, in addition, for information pur-
pose, I have also included the requirements based on the newly and updated lift standard SANS 50081-20, which is 
yet to be incorporated into the Lift, Escalator and Passenger Conveyor Regulations. 

Clifford Kleinhans 

 

 

Lift Lighting Requirements: 
Environmental 

Regulations 
SANS 50081-1/2 SANS 50081-20 

Lift motor room 300Lux 200Lux 200Lux 

Lift machinery spaces (MRL) - 200Lux 200Lux 

Lift E & I panel (Emergency & Inspec-
tion/Test panel) 

- 50Lux 200Lux 

Lift pulley rooms - 100Lux 200Lux 

Lift car interior 100Lux 50Lux 100Lux 

Lift shaft (1m above car roof) - 50Lux 50Lux 

Lift pit (1m above floor) - 50Lux 50Lux 

Lift landings - 50Lux 50Lux 

Access to machinery & pulley spaces - Permanently lit 50Lux 

Emergency car light - 1Watt for 1hr 5Lux for 1hr 

Escalator Lighting Requirements: Environmental Regulations SANS 21-1 

Escalator entrance & exit 100Lux 50Lux 

Escalator machinery spaces - 200Lux 
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  LIASA  CONTACT  DETAILS  
 

Bonnie Peden  -  National Executive Secretary 

Office: (011) 907-0133  -  Telefax: (011) 907-0131 

E-Mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 

Website Address: www.iliasa.org.za 

PO Box 531,  Alberton,  1450 

 
 
New LIASA membership cards have again been issued to all 
payed up members. Please check with Bonnie if you have not 
received your latest card, making sure that you are indeed 
paid up. Remember that proof has to be retained in case you 
are called on to present them to ECSA. Membership of LIASA 
ensures an ECSA subscription rebate more than  equal to the 
LIASA subscription, being a motivator to engender or retain 
LIASA membership.   □ 

 
EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Educom’s contact logistics, where you speak to … 

The Editor  -  Bonnie Peden  
 

Office: (011) 907-0133 
Telefax: (011) 907-0131                  

E-mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 
 

                             PO Box 531,  Alberton,  1450 
 

Please forward us your newsworthy articles and photos for dis-
sémination to all our colleagues around the RSA. 
 

Articles contributed to Educom are evaluated by ECSA as CPD, 
assisting you to achieve your minimum 5 points per year, avera-
ged out over 5-year rolling periods. Remember that … 

 

« Ignorance of FACT is NO excuse  
for any stated non-compliance » 

 

« Liberty means responsibility  -   
That is why most men dread it » 

 

                                                              George Bernard Shaw 

 
 

We are on the Web  -  go to … 
 www.iliasa.org.za 

Remember that this web is gratefully maintained by San-
jeev Singh for the members’ benefit 

 

 
 

LIASA 2018 MEETINGS 
 

 General Meeting  -  Wednesday 11th April @ 09:00 

 General Meeting  -  Wednesday 6th June @ 09:00 

 General Meeting  -  Wednesday 8th August @ 09:00 

 By 30th September please submit … 
       - Nominations for Chair & Deputy Chair 

-      Nominations for National Executive Committee 
- Nominations for Merit Awards   

 Annual Gen. Meeting Wednesday 10th October @ 
09:00 

 

 

All above meetings to be held at Jeppe Quondam 
 

 

ASPIRANT LIFT INSPECTORS ... 
 

Please take note of the next courses this year ...  

 2nd to 6th July 2018 @ TUT 

 Examination on 21st July 

 5th to 9th November ... 
Go to our web for more info request directly from me … 
 

“Short Learning Program (SLP): Lift Regulations – Prep-
aration for Registration with ECSA”: 

  

·         Application form to be completed (remember to at-
tach a copy of your ID document) 
·         Course information 
  

Please take note of the following: 
 

1.     Please note that each course will consist of only 20 
candidates, meaning early response is necessary.  
2.     We will inform you as soon as the courses are full. 
For any further enquiry please contact us ... 
 

Mariska Swartz 
 

Department of Mechanical Engineering, Mechatronics 
and Industrial Design (B3-329) 

TSHWANE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY (TUT) 
Private Bag X 680, Pretoria, 0001 
 

 Tel:          +27 12 382-5164      

 Fax:         +27 12 382-5602 

 E-mail:   SwartzM@tut.ac.za. 

LIASA in 1995, to qualify for ECSA (Engineering Council) 
recognition as a ‘Voluntary Association’ (VA  -  Article 21 
Association), formal Articles of Association were required, 
along with a formalized membership structure. These were 
drawn up by founder members Dr Theo Kleinhans and Steve 
le Roux. Steve was elected as Chairman of the National Exec-
utive Committee in Gauteng, with Theo as Executive Secre-
tary-Treasurer; Mike Russell as Regional Chairman Western 
Cape and Graham Mould as Regional Chairman Eastern 
Cape. Natal and the Free State were vacant at that time.   
 

In January 2018, the LIASA membership has regrettably 
reduced down to 145 RLI members, but with several mem-
bers now overdue in paying their 2017/8 subscriptions. This 
situation is ascribed to the curtailing forces of the new 
OHSAct defined SANAS accreditation for AIA’s, of which 
there are currently only 20 AIA’s fully accredited. 
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