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Smaller and Smaller!

We are aware that AC V3F
drives are getting smaller and
smaller in physical size with
the advent of new technology,
but were pleasantly surprised
when we saw this new 1000kg
13-passenger drive machine
being wielded in on a trolley
through a normal motor room
door … Just goes to show
that we live and learn every
day!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Travelling to the Free State earlier this week, the weather was manifest
in the recent Cape cold front entering the interior. With an outside temperature of zero degrees, the murky clouds were a combination of
‘cold’ and smoke from a raging veld fire. This photo was taken of a
spruit near Ventersburg on the N1 toll-road. Regrettably, the springbuck and blesbuck close to the fence, not 30 meters from the roadside, do not show in this sunrise photo … But still a beautiful sight to
behold so early in the morning.
On my return later in the afternoon, these buck had seemingly vanished into the nearby brush, only to be replaced by most majestic
eland and gemsbuck, albeit at a considerable range away.
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LATEST NEWS from ELEVATOR WORLD
We trust that our LIASA members
and readers have submitted their
special quality photos directly to
ELENET, to ensure that South Africa
is placed on the Elevator World
map … don’t put it off any longer!

PHOTO
COMPETITION 2019
Submit your photos today directly to …
elevatorworld.com/2019pho
tocontest

2019 ELEVATOR WORLD
PHOTO CONTEST
You are invited to submit your best industry-related photos in any of the categories … for your chance to win cash as well as be featured in the

magazine!

WASHINGTON D.C. LOOKING TO
FASTTRACK LIFT INSPECTORS
One of the ways Washington D.C.'s Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
(DCRA) plans on revamping its certified property maintenance inspectors is by hiring thirdparty elevator inspectors who will be monitored in real time. This will aid the property
inspectors on their payroll.

Draka Elevator Products and Erik Zommers of
Mitsubishi Electric US.
This year's officers are Vining (President);
Ergenbright (Vice President); Bruce Shearin
of Draka (Treasurer); and Karen Penafiel of
NEII, secretary.

NEII also heard from other industry stakeholders, including Elevator World, Inc., the National Association of Elevator Contractors, the
National Elevator Bargaining Association and
“They are the only ones responsible for the the Elevator Escalator Safety Foundation.
20,000-plus elevators in the city”, certified elevator inspector Audrick Payne revealed last
180-M-TALL TRIANGULAR
year. "It's worse now than it ever was," he
TOWER FOR PARIS PROPER
said upon his recent retirement (which he
added) was due to frustration as they were
The first 100-m-plus-tall tower approved in 46
already down to 68 inspectors in total.
years by the Administrative Court of Paris is a
41-story, 180-m-tall triangular tower designed
USA NATIONAL ELEVATOR
by Herzog & de Meuron. To be located in the
INDUSTRY Inc. (NEII)
Porte de Versailles neighborhood, in the south
(NEII) elected its board of directors and offic- of the city. It would become the city's third
tallest structure, after the Eiffel Tower and the
ers at its annual meeting on April 23 in West
Montparnasse Tower. Five thousand conPalm Beach, Florida. Gary Krupp, president
struction workers would be employed.
of Fujitec America Inc., joined returning board
members; Tom Vining of Otis; Larry Wash of Construction is expected to begin late this
KONE; Greg Ergenbright of Schindler; Jon year to target wrapping up in 2024 for the Paris Olympics.
McCabe of ThyssenKrupp; Sterrett Lloyd of
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SANAS COMMUNICATIONS ...
The Role of the SANAS
Assessors during Assessments
of your Approved Inspection
Authority (AIA)

iv) the procedures are up to date;
v) the inspector implements the procedures
in full and correctly, i.e. no short cuts, no
personalised application where it is not
permissible to do so;
vi) records of all observations are made while
on-site as required by the procedure;

The following on-site assessment techniques
will be used by SANAS Team Leaders and vii) records clearly identify what has been inspected, the method/procedure used, and
Technical Assessors to establish whether the
when it was inspected;
AIA’s management system complies with the
accreditation requirements, and is fully imple- viii) all records and raw data are signed/
initialled, stamped and traceable as applimented:
cable;
i) Questioning / interviewing of management
and personnel who have an involvement ix) all findings that indicate immediate or urgent action are reported as required to the
in or bearing upon the quality of all ascustomer and the regulator whilst on site;
pects of activities covered by the scope of
accreditation;
x) inspection reports/ certificates comply with
the AIA’s, SANAS’, and relevant regulatoii) Examination of records, files, documented
ry and/or standard requirements; and
information and certificates / reports isfacilities and equipment are fit for the insued by the Lift, Escalator and Passenger
spection
purpose.
conveyor AIA.
iii) Witnessing of technical personnel performing conformity assessment activities.
Personnel should be witnessed at a suita
ble site where the inspection is performed.
SANAS form F15 “Witnessing of Activity”
shall be completed for each witnessing
assessment.
SANAS technical assessors role during witnessing of inspections is one of observer.
They will not influence the work being performed. They will not adversely affect or influence the work being performed. The team will
be looking to see that as a minimum:
i)

the inspector has the competence for the
inspection performed;

ii) the inspector’s competence is consistent
with the records;
iii) the inspector has access to all necessary
documented inspection methods and
procedures;
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Note: For an Initial assessment all technical
signatories shall be present. For surveillance
and re-assessments SANAS will contact the
AIA and inform them of the signatories/inspec
-tors required for the assessment.
Linda Grundlingh

22 May 2019

References:

SANAS P 15-10

RIDING ESCALATORS
with TREVOR NOAH in ZAMBIA …
In the May issue of ‘Khuluma’ (Kalulu’s inflight
mag), Robby Collins tells of a recent trip to Lusaka
in Zambia. At the new city mall, they were amazed
to see loads of school children riding up and down
the new escalators for the first time in their life. It
was also a first-time experience for a few greyhaired oldsters doing the same, having come in from
the rural areas specifically to experience the escalators. It was an equally amazing experience for us to
view this innocence.
Robby Collins

LIASA MEMBERSHIP SERVICE ...
NEW LIASA EXECUTIVE COMITTEE
OBJECTIVES 2019/20
S … Safety through regulatory and standards’ compliance, is the
golden thread running through our national lift inspection practices which can never be compromised.
E … Employing the ECSA professional Codes of Conduct and
Practice, which at all times focusses on customer service excellence in lift engineering.
R … Revitalised approach with membership participation in determining both our members’ and the lift industry’s inspection
needs … in order to meet these needs.
V … Visual participation of committee members to champion their
portfolio objectives for improvement and the transparent communication of these objectives within the industry.
I … International and ECSA’s recognition as Southern Africa’s
only professional Lift Inspectors Association.
C … Continual review of portfolio objectives to measure membership participation on a national footprint, inclusive of meeting
membership requirements.
E … Entertaining the recognition of service excellence by our
members through long service and annual achievement
awards in the several categories.

This lift compensating chain
photo released in the May
Allianz UK Newsletter, is nothing new. South Africa is
equally renown for its Heath
Robinson repairs and service
practices, which generally
point to an accident waiting
to happen.

VICTORIA STATION, LONDON : ESCALATOR REPLACEMENT

Click on the below link to
see a video of the workings being carried out to
replace some escalators
in the UK ...
https://youtu.be/
lGkuiQL8o6A
Seen left is the north
ticket hall at Victoria
Station, well known to
many of us visiting
London.
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NEWS from ECSA … ‘Voluntary Associations’
Voluntary Associations engaged by Minister of Public Enterprises
Pravin Gordhan, in the quest to find solutions to the country’s
Electricity Power Supply constraints
“A combined engineering discipline based representative group under the auspices of Engineering
Council of South Africa (ECSA) met with the Minister of Public Enterprise, Mr Pravin Gordhan on
Friday, 15 February 2019 to discuss their concerns and solutions over strained power supply challenges
at Eskom.
This meeting comes as numerous calls have been made for the creation of a collaborative platform
where business, government and Eskom can work together on practical solutions and charter a way forward in the effort to address short-term operational challenges facing the power utility which have left
households without power and in turn impacting on the economy. Furthermore, the meeting was called
to discuss operational challenges, engineering, technical capacity and capability, restructuring and the
financial viability faced by the utility.
In the effort to find solutions, the Minister in consultation with ECSA tasked the CEO of the South Africa Institute of Electrical Engineers (SAIEE), Mr Sicelo Xulu to present him with their analysis of the
challenges facing Eskom and to propose how the South African Engineering fraternity could get involved in, and assist, Eskom and the Minster to develop a coherent plan to achieve operational stability,
effective, suitable maintenance and system resilience in the electricity network.
Following this engagement, the engineering community has been asked to propose a framework for
working together with Eskom and the ministry to find solution in operational, logistical, systems,
maintenance and capital project areas of the challenge faced by Eskom.
The meeting also reiterated the engineering fraternity’s commitment to be part of the ever-lasting solution in resolving the power generation constraints which forced the Utility to implement load shedding.
The engineering bodies have been instrumental in the design, engineering and building the South African electricity supply and infrastructure over the years and have expressed their willingness to work
with local and external experts to tackle and solve the extensive challenges faced.
Although Eskom could not guarantee that load shedding would be something of the past, once some of
the interventions are implemented, the Utility has in a media briefing indicated that a winter plan has
been developed and at most, the utility would implement Stage 1 load shedding, up until August. These
interventions are part of reinforce action currently being taken to stabilise the power utility and secure
electricity supply.”
LIASA, an accredited ‘Voluntary Association’
with ECSA for nearly two decades, were represented at the above ‘Voluntary Associations’
meeting by Chairman Sanjeev Singh and Deputy Clifford Kleinhans (seen right). Of importance to LIASA is that they were able to
voice our LIASA sentiments at the meeting,
with Chairman Sanjeev already a representative member at ECSA for well over a decade.
It was a valuable introduction for Clifford to
meet the powers that be, in order to take a senior active part when the time comes.
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UK REGULATORY HEALTH & SAFETY NEWS ...
UK Lift Health & Safety News …

Tube Lifts and Escalators
across London
We are refurbishing and replacing lifts and
escalators across the network to improve
safety and your journeys. Watch our video to
find out how we do this.
Browse through our videos on YouTube to
find out more.
#TubeImprovements

Geoff.hayward@allianz.co.uk

Tube Escalators & Lifts
Like our other assets such as trains and track,
we have a continual programme of maintenance and renewal for our lifts and escalators.
Keeping escalators and lifts in top condition
helps ensure the safety and accessibility of
our network.
Our escalators are heavy-duty machines that
carry millions of people each year. They must
be refurbished every 20 years and replaced
every 40 years.
Our lifts on the other hand, get a routine
maintenance check every two weeks; a full
MOT every six months and a partial refurbishment every five years. Lifts must be fully replaced every 10 to 20 years, depending on
the type.
New escalators are modular, not bespoke,
which makes them easier to refurbish and replace. We're using new traction lifts which offer reduced journey times and are more energy efficient.
Over its 40-year lifespan, an escalator will
travel the equivalent distance of a trip to
the moon and back (bet you didn’t know
that!). Keeping escalators in top condition
helps ensure your safety and your ability to
access our network. Due to the nature of the
work, replacement and refurbishment can
take a number of months to complete.
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Seen right, is a
Tube
escalator
being refurbished
- with the steps
removed for steam
-cleaning
and
checking
(blueinked for X-ray) for
any crack or visible damage.
A few weeks later ...
Below is the finished
product,
looking as good as
ever ... or even new
for that matter.

Why Escalator and Lift work takes
time to refurbish / upgrade
Did you know that the escalators in shopping
centres, supermarkets and department stores
are different from the escalators you use on the
Tube network? They are generally used by customers during opening hours only. Because of
this, they are built to cope with lower passenger
loadings compared to a public transport escalator installed in a tube-station.
Escalators and lifts on the Tube network are
used by far more customers … 1.265 billion a
year in the UK. They tend to be in operation in
both directions for a period of up to 20 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 364 days a year … so as to
meet the up and down peak periods.
The machinery required to operate these escalators and lifts is therefore classed as heavy
engineering machinery. It allows for reliable regular use by customers. Escalator and lift replacement and refurbishment can therefore be a
more lengthy process due to their size (length)
and difficulty of the task.
Escalators are heavy-duty machines, custom
built for each station where long to extra-long
lengths of travel is required. Refurbishment
parts therefore normally have to be manufactured from scratch and installed deep underground in very confined spaces.
These escalator parts can only be delivered in
the short Engineering hours slot, because of
their size and quantum. If they were to be delivered during operating hours, they would end up
being in the way of the passengers and compromising off-loading restrictions on the size of
these deliveries via road in London.
Old escalators have often supported other structures which need to be carefully managed during replacement and refurbishment works.
A typical heavy-duty escalator weighs 40 tonnes
and has a vertical rise of 15 metres. If laid flat, it
would be over 37 metres long. Typically, there
are six to seven (maximum 20) people working
on an escalator on each shift, two shifts per day,
six or seven days per week.
For a typical 15-metre rise escalator, there are
approximately 15,000 moving parts.

Did you know that in some stations, the escalators were installed before the Second World
War and actually form part of the station’s structure. This was the case at Embankment recently, where considerable structural modernisation
was required to create enough space to fit a
new escalator meeting today’s standards.
New custom-built machines therefore ensure a
reliable escalator service for many decades to
come. All Tube escalators have full communication, fire detection and suppression systems
which are required to be tested and declared
operational by a registered engineering surveyor
before they can be used freely by the public.
Lift replacement work often takes place deep
underground, in cramped lift shafts. Due to the
nature of the work it can take a number of
months to complete. Therefore we're always
looking at ways to reduce disruption to the passengers while we undertake lift and escalator
refurbishment and replacement. We for example, will sometimes replace more than one lift at
a time in order to reduce the overall time they
are unavailable.

ARTICLE-STORY INPUT
Do you have an amusing story about something
that has happened to you whilst carrying out
your role as an Engineer Surveyor (Lift Inspector), I am sure you do! Please can you share
them with us so that we can include them in the
next Bulletin.
Please send them to:
geoff.hayward@allianz.co.uk

Sorry, once again no new stories,
including South Africa!
LIVING YOU LIFE …
Be brave enough to live the life of your
dreams according to your vision and purpose, instead of to the expectations and perceptions of others.
Roy T Bennett (1935)
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LIASA NEWS ….

We are sad to announce the passing of a
recognised guru in the Elevator Industry Grant Stapleton of the former Relion Armature Winders in Gauteng. Regrettably we
were unable to glean any further information on his untimely passing.

LATEST ELENET #788 HOT NEWS - 29.05.2019
THYSSENKRUPP'S FIRST TWIN SYSTEM vides a range of communications solutions for the
business-to-business market. "Offering customers
IN NORTH AMERICA DEBUTS ...

network connectivity through a single provider is
The 21-story, mixed-use Coda Building (ELENET increasingly important as digitization advances in
649), featuring the first North American installa- the building-management sector," Schindler obtion of Thyssenkrupp's TWIN elevator system, serves.
with two cars operating independently in one
FINISHING TOUCHES GO UP ON
shaft, was opened in Tech Square in Midtown
WORLD'S SKINNIEST TOWER IN NYC
Atlanta. The 770,000-sq.-ft. building, also boasting the world's tallest spiral staircase, is served by Finishing touches, including a steel crown, are
10 TWIN elevators in five shafts.
going onto the 1,428-ft-tall, 82-story 111 West
57th Street (most recently in ELENET 751),
SCHINDLER INKS AGREEMENT WITH IoT
which, at just under 60 ft. wide, will be the skinCONNECTIVITY PROVIDER
niest tower in the world, New York YIMBY reTelefónica Business Solutions will be the Internet ports. The structure is in the middle of Billionof Things (IoT) and network connectivity partner aires Row and will become the second-tallest
for Schindler's cloud-based digital platform tower in NYC. Clad in terracotta and copper
‘Schindler Ahead’, the companies announced on panels, 111 West 57th Street will be outfitted
May 27. Using artificial intelligence, ‘Schindler with a damper at the top to minimize sway. TopAhead’ provides predictive maintenance by ana- ping out is expected before the end of the year.
lyzing cloud-based data from connected elevators
and escalators to improve diagnostics and equipInstead of worrying about what you cannot
ment reliability as well as providing passengers
control, rather shift your energy to what
with interactive and personalized services. Operyou can create.
Roy T Bennett
ating in more than 40 countries, Telefónica pro
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LIASA

Lift Inspectors Association of South Africa

CONSTITUTED MARCH 1996

Stats Building
Suite 108, 1st Floor
2 Fore Street, Alberton, 1450
Tel: (011) 907 0133
Fax: (011) 907 0131
Email: iliasa@zamail.co.za
Website: www.iliasa.org.za

LIASA NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE













National Executive Chairman - Sanjeev Singh - 083 789 9455
Nat. Executive Deputy Chairman - Clifford Kleinhans - 084 089 5872
Nat. Executive Secretary - Bonnie Peden - 0823 536 2579
Nat. Executive Treasurer - Mickey Martin - 082 330 2126
Regional Chairman Western Cape (Cape Town) - Vacant
Reg. Chairman Eastern Cape (PE) - Brandon Brown - 076 737 8673
Reg. Chairman K.Z.Natal (Durban) - Sanjeev Singh - 083 789 9455
Reg. Chairman Free State (Bloemfontein) - Vacant
Reg. Chairman Northern Gauteng - Willem du Toit - 083 693 473
Additional Excom Members 2019/20 : Willem du Toit; Hennie Hudson
Gilbert Legodi & Wesley Williams
Ex Officio Immediate Past Chairman - Ronnie Branders
Ex Officio Past Chairman - Dr Theo Kleinhans



PAST & CURRENT CHAIRMEN: Steve le Roux (1995-7)†: Dr Theo
Kleinhans (1997-2003); Ben Peyper (2003-6)†; Sanjeev Singh (2006-15);
Ronnie Branders (2015-18); Sanjeev Singh (2018-



HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS: Eddie Cook (2017); Mannie Perreira
(2017);



DOYENS OF THE LIFT INDUSTRY AWARDS: Buddie Cerone (2004)†;
Schalk van der merwe (2005)†; Dr Theo Kleinhans (2006 & 2011); Wil-

lem du Toit (2008 & 2015); Bruno Isler (2009 & 2016); Alfie da Silva (2010); Manny Perreira (2010); Peter Murray (2012); Sanjeev
Singh (2013); Rodney Coetzee (2014)†; Billy Clifton (2014); Mickey

Martin (2017);
LIASA is recognised by ECSA as a Voluntary Association to represent the ECSA registered RLI’s

LIASA MEETING SCHEDULE 2019




General Meeting - Wednesday 12th June @ 09:00
General Meeting - Wednesday 7th August @ 09:00
AGM Meeting - Wednesday 9th October @ 09:00

All LIASA meetings will be held at Jeppe
Quondam Conference Centre in
Bedfordview.
Please phone Bonnie Peden if unsure!
ARE YOU AWARE that on our RSA currency ...






The R200 note depicts a ‘Leopard’ … a ‘Big-5’ game
The R100 note a ‘Buffalo’ … a ‘Big-5’
The R50 note a ‘Lion’ … a ‘Big-5’
The R20 note an ‘Elephant’ … a ‘Big-5’
And the R10 note a ‘Rhino’… a ’Big-5’.

We are surprised how many obviously educated radio listeners can not answer these simple morning-quiz questions.

LIFT INSPECTORS’ COURSES 2019
We still await the TUT course dates for 2019, but suggest that you contact Antoinette directly at …

marnewecka@tut.ac.za
Tshwane University of Technology (TUT)
Private Bag X680, Pretoria, 0001.
Department of Mechanical Engineering,
Mechatronics and Industrial Design (B3-329)
Faculty of Engineering and the Built Environment.
“Short Learning Program (SLP) : Lift Regulations
Preparation for Registration with ECSA”
Application form to be completed
(remember to attach a copy of your ID document)
Please note that the course will consist of a maximum 20 candidates, meaning a speedy response.
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