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Over time (we could not establish dates),  

many of the original classic timber step esca-

lators were replaced with modern units. The 

oldest remaining escalators can be found in 

the middle of the store between the 8th and 

9th floor. These vintage escalators are re-

puted to be amongst the oldest running es-

calators in the world … at an amazing 89 

plus years old (if dated from 1924, to close 

on a century if dated back further to 1015).  
 

The combs consist of long metal prongs 
which mesh between the timber ridges. The 
prongs are designed to lift a person’s shoe 
off the escalator. Macy’s Herald Square is > 
                                              (Continued on Page 3) 

 
On a recent visit to New York, LIASA colleague 

Peter Murray sought out the last remaining tim-

berstep escalators at Macy’s Department Store. 

Up until 2009 Macy’s was the world’s largest 

department store. This title now belongs to the 

Shinsegae Centum City in South Korea.  The Herald 

Square store is the flagship of Macy’s and was 

originally built in 1902, with New York’s first 

ever escalators being installed in this grand de-

partment store. The above Otis Type ‘L’ escalators 

were an instant sensation with shoppers, who 

travelled far and wide to ride on these amazing 

mechanized steps. In 1924 extensions took place 

which doubled the floor area of the store. 
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Willem du Toit 

 

Due to the poor response to the questionnaires on the web-
site in the past, LIASA Excom decided to publish these ques-
tions in future in the Educom.  Every member of LIASA re-
ceives the Educom either via email or by post. There is there-
fore no reason not to partake in this ECSA-required CPD. 
 

Regrettably NOT ONE submission was received. This 
is an indication that ‘you’ our members have become so 
conditioned to have everything done for you … that you 
have forgotten HOW to help yourselves! 
 

We therefore re-issue the same questions for June. This 
is a wake-up call and last chance to get involved. Spend some 
time on the two questions and submit them to Willem. 
 

Your answers must be sent to Willem du Toit in whatever 
format you wish. Either fax it to 086 632 6811 or e-mail it to 
du_toit@mweb.co.za. We will then place the answers with 
the next questionnaire in the following issue of Educom. 
Depending on the answers received we may even submit a 
short article on the subject in question.  
 

We understand that some of us, like myself, have very little 
private time to spend on the questionnaire since we serve on 
so many industry committees and are so involved. The aver-
age lift inspector out there however has more free-time, so 
please do not come with excuses  -  been there, done that! 
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  CPD  QUESTIONNAIRES  -  JUNE  ISSUE 

  

 

The idea with these CPD Questionnaires was to post ten 
questionnaires from January to October every year. If how-
ever,  we receive no or insufficient submissions from you in 
June, we will have to reconsider the whole LIASA communi-
cation scenario  -  You have being warned!            (Editor) 
 
 

CPD Questionnaire 1 
 

1a. In 1992 DOL issued a letter as a guide for the safe 
use of landing door vision panels. What are the five 
things which must be considered with vision panels? 

 
1b. When is a vision panel a legal requirement on a land-

ing door? 
 
1c. For what purpose is a vision panel a legal require-

ment on certain landing doors? 
 
 

CPD Questionnaire 2 
 

2a. What are the legal requirements to use glass as a lift 
car roof. 

 
2b. What equipment shall be installed on the car roof 

under all conditions as per  SANS 50081-1:2004. 
Note: balustrades are only under certain conditions. 

For those unfamiliar with these USA awards, they are 
named after 81 yearold Stella Liebeck who spilled hot 
coffee over herself and successfully sued The McDonald's 
in New Mexico, where she purchased the coffee. 

 

*   THIRD PLACE   * 
 

Amber Carson of Lancaster , Pennsylvania became lucky 
when the jury ordered a Philadelphia restaurant to pay her 
$113,500 after she slipped on a spilled soft drink and broke 
her tailbone. The reason the soft drink was on the floor  -  
Ms. Carson had thrown it at her boyfriend 30 seconds 
earlier during an argument.  
 

What ever happened to people being responsible for 
their own actions?  

 
*  SECOND PLACE  * 

 

Kara Walton, of Claymont , Delaware sued the owner of a 
night club in a nearby city because she fell from the bath-
room window to the floor, knocking out two of her front 
teeth. The jury voted in her favour even though Ms. Walton 
was trying to sneak through the ladies room window to 
avoid paying the $3.50 cover charge. The jury stated that 
the night club had to pay her $12,000.  
 

 

… Oh, yes, plus dental expenses, so this figures almost doubled 
to $24,000  -  surely she climbed through the window of her 
own volition … therefore responsible for her own actions? 

 

*  FIRST PLACE  * 
 

This year's runaway First Place Stella Award winner was: Mrs. 
Mary Grazinski of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, who purchased a 
new 32-foot Winnebago motor home.  
 

On her first trip home, from an OU football game, having 
driven on to the free way, she set the cruise control at 70 mph 
and calmly left the driver's seat to go to the back of the Winne-
bago to make herself a sandwich (can ANYBODY be so stu-
pid?). Not surprisingly, the motor home left the freeway, 
crashed and overturned.  
 

Also not surprisingly, Mrs. Grazinski sued Winnebago for not 
putting in the owners manual that she couldn't actually leave the 
driver's seat while the cruise control was set. The Oklahoma 
jury awarded her (are you sitting down) $1,750,000 … plus a 
new motor home. 
 

Winnebago immediately changed their manuals as a result of 
this suit, just in case Mrs. Grazinski has any relatives who might 
also buy a motor home. 
 
 

STELLA  AWARDS  USA 
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   (Continued from Page 1 …) 

> one of New York’s iconic buildings and is situated close to 
the famous Empire State Building. Whilst the bustling crowds 
were busy shopping for the usual bargains, I was content just to 
ride up and down on these famous historic escalators, breathing 
and living into history, enjoying it as only a born-and-bred lift 
engineer, steeped in tradition  can do.   
 

The old ‘L’ type escalators (right) have been partially upgraded 
and include step side brushes, boot switches, new handrails and 
stop switches. For obvious reasons, Macy’s was declared a Na-
tional Historic Landmark building in 1978, retaining much of its old 
world charm. Unfortunately the days of the timber step escala-
tors are numbered as replacement parts become increasingly 
scarce, so that they have to be custom-manufactured to keep 
the historic units operative.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               

 

   

NEXT LIFT INSPECTORS REGULATIONS’ COURSE  2013  

E-Mail  -  tshabalalal@tut.ac.za 

Website  -  www.tut.ac.za 
 

For our coastal colleagues who require accom-

modation … Accommodation is available 
on site  -  contact kosmos@tut.ac.za  or 

(012) 341-0890 for cost and booking. 
 

Off-site accommodation (walking distance)  - 
Figa Lapa Guesthouse at info@figalapa.co.za  
or (012) 335-4230. 

 

The next course is set for: 

(i) 11 to 15 November 2013 
 

Kindly contact Lerato well in advance to get 

your contact details on the pro forma list. Re-

member that with insufficient students, the 

course will get cancelled, so contact her directly 

at … 

Student Assistant; Mechanical Engineering 

Telephone  -   +27 12 382 4730 

Telefax  -  +27 12 382 5602 
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Interestingly ... the word escalator was coined by combin-
ing the Latin word for steps scala, with elevate … to raise or 
lower.  
                                                                             Peter Murray 

We still have a problem with this region to get the Regional Branch Committee off the ground. For the past few years idle 

promises have resulted in no formal communication from this region. We reiterate that this is both a Department of La-

bour and ECSA requirement, whereby LIASA has to give proof of being formally representative of the majority of lift in-

spectors in this region.  Previous Educom bulletins, e-mails and very recent phone-calls have not elicited a finite reply. 

This issue of Educom will hopefully find the active members in that area, who realize that their association stands a very 

serious chance of the ‘ECSA Voluntary Association’ recognition being withdrawn, resulting in ALL the members losing their 

ECSA discounted membership fee for belonging to LIASA … Over to you now to save the day before 30th June 2013!   

TIMBER-STEPPED  ESCALATORS  IN  NEW  YORK 

 

“A youth was questioning a 
lonely old man as to what life’s 
heaviest burden is?  The old man 
replied sadly … To have no bur-
den to carry  -  because through-
out my life someone else always 
carried it for me” 

                          James Sharp 

                             
“Many persons run after happi-
ness and self-accomplishment in 
life like an absent-minded man 
hunting for his hat … whilst it is 
either in his hand or on his head” 
                             James Sharp     

LIASA  WESTERN-CAPE  REGION 
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We are on the Web  -  go to www.iliasa.org.za 
 

The web is maintained by LIASA Chairman Sanjeev Singh for the members’ benefit 

 
 
 
 
 

LIASA in 1995, to qualify for ECSA (Engineering Council) recognition as 

a ‘Voluntary Association’ (VA  -  Article 21 Association), formal Articles 

of Association were required, along with a formalized membership structure. 

These were drawn up by founder members Dr Theo Kleinhans and Steve le 

Roux. Steve was elected as Chairman of the National Executive Committee 

in Gauteng, with Theo as Executive Secretary-Treasurer; Mike Russell as 

Regional Chairman Western Cape and Graham Mould as Regional Chair-

man Eastern Cape. Natal and the Free State were vacant at that time.  The 

current LIASA membership stands at 172 paid-up members,   thanks to the 

sterling work of Secretary Bonnie Peden.   
 

To better serve its members, LIASA has registered several training coursers 

with ECSA, since these require prior ECSA recognition in order to count for 

the regular CPD training requirements. A further major determinant was the 

LIASA National Conference held in September 2012 at the ShaMani con-

ference centre in Alberton. LIASA membership cards were issued to all pre-

sent who had paid their subs. This is normally done annually in April, when 

all subscriptions are due with ECSA and LIASA, inclusive of the relevant 

CPD advice forms. Remember that proof has to be retained in case you are 

called on to present them to ECSA. Membership of LIASA ensures an 

ECSA subscription rebate almost equal to the LIASA subscription, being a 

motivator to engender or retain LIASA membership. 

 

Sorry, but in spite of the several promises, no submissions were 
received for the June edition  -  The general excuse of the sev-
eral requested profiles was that they are too busy and would 
get around to it when they get a chance! 
 
 
 
 
 
It has come to LIASA’s attention that certain RLI’s are still con-
tinuing with annexure B inspections. An RLI may from December 
last year only sub-contract to an AIA, where the AIA has to coun-
tersign each such annexure. Previous RLI’s who timeously applied 
to SANAS for accreditation as AIA’s, were given letters of exemp-
tion by DoL to provisionally practice as an AIA until SANAS gets 
around to assessing this AIA for regulatory standards compliance. 
 
LIASA is still endeavouring to extract such AIA list from either 
SANAS or DoL, but to date have not been successful. Please be 
warned that the Employment Protection Bill will render you liable 
to prosecution under Criminal Law if you carry out any annexure 
inspection without a DoL exemption letter in your possession! 
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Of further concern to our National Executive Committee, are the resigna-

tions of the older highly-trained RLI’s because of the introduction of the 

very costly SANAS accreditation. We warned DoL when this proposal 

was first mooted some 3 to 4 years ago, that it would drain the Lift In-

dustry of these highly trained registered inspectors, but to no apparent 

avail.  
 

In recent previous issues of Educom, we advised the names of all the cur-

rent registered RLI’s, viz 172 last year. The latest spate of resig-

nations from LIASA and lapsing of ECSA registration 

bear mute testimony to DoL & SANAS’ enforced accredi-

tation, the costs of which have just become too onerous 

for these  members to bear … Perhaps a wake-up call to 

DoL & SANAS to expedite the 2012 promised subsidies! 

 

 

 

EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 

LIASA’s contact logistics where you speak to the Editor 

Dr Theo Kleinhans or National Executive Secretary Bon-

nie Peden is: 

 
Office: (011) 613-7552 

Telefax: (011) 613-4248 

E-mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 

                       PO Box 899,  Southdale,  2135 

 

Please forward us your newsworthy articles and photos 

for dissémination to all our colleagues around the RSA. 
Articles contributed to Educom are evaluated by ECSA as 
CPD, assisting you to achieve your minimum 5 points per 
year, averaged out over 5-year rolling periods. Remember 
that … 
 

« Ignorance of FACT is no excuse  
for any stated non-compliance » 

 

« Liberty means responsibility  -   

That is why most men dread it » 
 

                                                              George Bernard Shaw 

LIASA  PERSONALITY  PROFILES 

SANAS ISO17020  WORKSHOP 
 
The first above workshop for conformity assessment of AIA’s 
(accredited inspection authority’s), was held in Boksburg 
between Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st May for Gauteng 
participants. The Western Cape workshop was held in Cape 
Town 23rd to 24th May. SANAS advised that for now, only 
these two workshops would be held, with country AIA’s 
therefore having to get themselves to one of these venues. 
                                                                                        Bonnie Peden 

ACCREDITED INSPECTION AUTHORITY 

mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za

