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BUDDIE JACOBUS  
CERONIE 

 

22.03.1935  -  07.07.2013 

Words alone cannot express our sor-
row, loss and heartfelt sympathy. We 
bid farewell to one of the most diligent 
members of our lift fraternity, a guru, a 
doyen, and most importantly, a gentle-
men in every respect of the word. 
 

We thank you Buddie for the guidance, 
the humour, the knowledge, the disci-
pline and for your selfless contribution 
to our Industry. The one quote that 
you have stood by, which we regularly 
endeavour  to drive in our fraternity, is 
that despite our disagreements, despite 
the challenges brought on by change, 
yes  -  despite the complications … 
“just do the right thing and you will 
pull through” … As you always said 
and maintained … “surely logic and 
common sense must prevail! “  
 

On a personal note (which can proba-
bly be echoed by the majority of Otis 
apprentices in South Africa), our asso-
ciation with Mr Ceronie started on the 
day that we did our trade test. He was 
not only our trainer and lecturer, but 
also our examiner. Little did most of us 
realize that the day would mark the 
beginning of a very long friendship.           
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Buddie & Alice Recently 
 

It has been a privilege for most of us to serve the In-
dustry under his watchful eye, his guidance, and his 
mentorship which never ceased. Even when we aspired 
to the higher level of becoming Registered Lift Inspec-
tors … Who lectured and examined us in the ear-
lier days at the Technical College? … Mr Buddie 
Ceronie. 
 

Buddie inferred that we not measure our wealth by 
what we own and have in the bank … but by how 
much of a positive impact we can make on other 
peoples’ lives and our communities. Buddie, you 
have lived and died by that credo, for which we shall 
always be indebted to you … 

 

It has been a privilege to have been asso- 
ciated with you  -  RIP Buddie  

 

                                                                Sanjeev Singh 
National Executive Chairman  -  LIASA 
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This issue is dedicated to the memory of Buddie Ceronie who phoned the 
Editor a scant few days before his passing, inquiring about the  issue of the 

July Educom … “Just get on with it Doc” was his mandate ! 

 

 
“One of the greatest discoveries that a 
man can make, and one of his greatest  
surprises, is to find that he can do 
what he previously considered was 
impossible to do, simply because he 
had a mentor that pushed him out of 
his comfort zone” 

                                                            Brian Joffe 
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Auditor & Marker  -  Willem du Toit 

 

The first two rounds of Questionnaires appeared in the May 
and June EDUCOMS and I am somewhat overwhelmed with 
the response. Imagine, ONE of the “overloaded” RLI’s actually 
found time during June and ONE in July to attempt the 
questions. I am happy to see the rest of the RLI’s all have 
plenty of inspection work to keep them so full-time occupied. 
Alternatively they do not appear to require making up their 
CPD points because of their varied daily avocations. 
 

I was lucky enough to get some spare time on my hands 
whilst at a B&B on country inspections, so as to come up 
with the following two questionnaires. If the response is the 
same this month, there will definitely be no more CPD ques-
tionnaires  -  over to you! 
 

CPD Questionnaire 3 
3a. What, in your own words is the difference between 
a counterweight and a balance weight, if there is a difference?  
 

3b. Can the weights mentioned in 3a above be found on 
a Hydraulic, Positive Drive or Rack & Pinion lifts? 
 

3c. Please explain your answer for 3b above. 
 

CPD Questionnaire 4 
From the Electrical Installation Regulations in the OHSAct we 

know that the 220 & 380 Volt installations shall comply up to  
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  CPD  QUESTIONNAIRES  -  JULY-AUGUST 

  

 

“the point of consumption”. 
 

4a. Where is the point of consumption of the lift instal-
lation? 
 

4b. Where is the point of consumption of the lights and 
socket outlet on the lift car? 
 

4c Where is the point of consumption of the well and 

pit lights? 

 
Kindly fax or e-mail your replies directly to me at … 

086 632 6811   

du_toit@mweb.co.za 

Sent in by Peter Murray 
 

I am sure that many of you are also members of The SA 
Institute of Elect Engineers. There is an interesting article on 
page 22 of the June 2013 edition of the Watt-Now journal. 
 

“At a press conference held in Johannesburg on the 30 
April, the President of the Electrical Contractors Association 
stated that the ECA(SA) is extremely concerned about the 
lack of interest or control the Department of Labour (DoL) 
appears to have over the industry, despite its being respon-
sible for enforcing the legislation which controls it” 
 

“We are also concerned about the failure of the National 
Regulator for Compulsory Specifications (NRCS) to carry out its 
mandate of ensuring that all electrical components comply 
with the relevant safety standards” 
 

“The total lack of policing in the industry, particularly with 
regard to unregistered electrical contractors, shoddy and 
dangerous workmanship, and the issuing of invalid electrical 
certificates of compliance / test reports by some electrical contrac-
tors”.        (Lifts are not much different  -  Editor) 
 

“Unless the DoL takes its duties seriously, there will rapidly 
be a deterioration of standards, and the safety and welfare  

 

 

of people will be compromised” …   
The list goes on  -  Sounds familiar ???   

 

Article written by Dirk Engelbrecht, (President ECA) 

 
LIASA have of late become so despondent withDoL’s handling 
of the Lift Industry that Dr Theo Kleinhans is drawing up an 
agenda to raise with DoL HQ in Pretoria. Kindly forward all 
your lift registration (and similar) problem areas, including any 
unanswered communications by your local DoL Provincial Di-
rector, to Bonnie Peden who will add it to the Agenda. You 
may remain anonymous if you so desire, for fear any possible 
reprisal. 
 

We are endeavouring to request and set up this meeting with 
DoL in Pretoria before the end of August, so please assist us to 
serve you better.                                                             (Editor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DoL  NOT  POLICING  THE  ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING  INDUSTRY? 

 

“You have to accept whatever comes your way 
and the only important thing is that you meet it 

head-on with the courage and the conviction 
that you are right, and give it the best that  

YOU have to give.” 
 

                                             Eleanor Rossevelt (1884  -  1962) 

 

RLI’s to take notice of Willem’s above statement of fact, 
that our members require to partake actively in the assis-
tance made available to you, failing which he will with-
draw his participation. 
 

Secondly that this edition of Educom has only been real-
ized because of the last mandate from the late Buddie 
Ceronie to get on with the job.  
 

Our umpteenth request to the Western Cape for advice on 
their committee and chairman fell on deaf ears, so how 
must we help you if  you cannot help yourself … ? 

 ‘for the Lord only helps those that help themselves’. 
                                                                                            Editor 



 

Recognised Voluntary Association in terms of Section 36(1) of the Engineering Professions Act .  
Educom fulfills a requirement for Continued Professional Development as specified in the Act No.46 of 2000 

    

Article by Willem du Toit 
 

The Industry is always complaining about lift registrations, but 
the Industry is also guilty of not always providing the correct 
information on the Annexure 1  -  Application to Erect. The 
area where applicants mainly slip up is the lift type. 
 

I saw Stair Lifts registered as electric geared and I saw Lifting 
Platforms registered as electric gearless. The lift type must tie up 
with one of the SANS Standards (1545: 1 to 9) which are listed 
under the Lift, Escalator and Passenger Conveyor Regulations 
in the OHSAct.  
 

I had a meeting with Mrs Ester Botha in the Pretoria office and 
she assisted me with the list of “Lift Types” which DOL has in 
their system. When attending to your Annexure 1 application, 
they can select from this list only - they cannot enter anything 
else which you may have filled in. If the application there-
fore is not clear on the lift type, DoL usually select what they 
think best, or simply use the first type on the top of the list ... 
 

The DOL list for the various lift types is: 
 

(i) Electric  -  Geared 
(ii)  Electric  -  Gearless 
(iii)  Electric Shaft Mounted  -  Geared (MRL) 
(iv) Electric Shaft Mounted  -  Gearless (MRL) 
(v)  Rack and Pinion 
(vi) Hydraulic  -  Ram only 
(vii) Hydraulic  - Ram and Rope 
(viii) Goods lift (operator controlled) 
(ix) Elevette 
(x)  Funicular 
(xi) Stair lift. 

(don’t forget that the travel must always be entered in metres ) 

 

   

NEXT LIFT INSPECTORS REGULATIONS’ COURSE  2013  

E-Mail  -  tshabalalal@tut.ac.za 

Website  -  www.tut.ac.za 
 

For our coastal colleagues who require accom-

modation … Accommodation is available 
on site  -  contact kosmos@tut.ac.za  or 

(012) 341-0890 for cost and booking. 
 

Off-site accommodation (walking distance)  - 
Figa Lapa Guesthouse at info@figalapa.co.za  
or (012) 335-4230. 

 

The next course is set for: 

(i) 11 to 15 November 2013 
 

Kindly contact Lerato well in advance to get 

your contact details on the pro forma list. Re-

member that with insufficient students, the 

course will get cancelled, so contact her directly 

at … 
Student Assistant; Mechanical Engineering 

Telephone  -   +27 12 382 4730 

Telefax  -  +27 12 382 5602 
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 Looking at the list, our first impression will be, but we do 
not have “Access Goods Only Lifts” nor do we have “Lifting 
Platforms”. Some of us will even wonder what an Elevette is? 
There will also be different opinions on the “operator controlled 
goods lift”. So think carefully when you complete the Annex 1 
 

An Elevette was a product name in early 1965 to 1975 for 
disabled person lifts and also for many of the “home lifts” 
which did not fully comply with the regulations and stan-
dards of that time. I would recommend that we continue 
using this type for vertical lifting platforms or equipment in-
stalled under SANS 1545-4, never mind the type of drive as they 
are lately being imported with rope; hydraulic or bolt and 
nut drives.  
 

They are mostly small 225kg or less for 2 persons, operating 
as vertical platforms but with incomplete or even no car 
bodies. The focus of these lifts revolves around them being 
for the physically disabled, generally in wheelchairs 
 

A Goods Lift (operator controlled) is what we know as a 
“Freight Lift”. This type of lift is also called a “non-automatic 
lift” in the LER regulations. They were always registered for 
a certain load (often several tons) as well as for 1 or 2 opera-
tors. I would recommend that we continue to use this type 
for Access Goods Only Lifts which are installed under SANS 
1545-5.  
 

On the Annexure 1, point 10 requests the “location of the lift 
machinery”.  PLEASE, this is NOT the position of the lift. 
The machinery cannot be ... in the foyer; at the entrance; at 
the side entrance; at the back of the building. It is the posi-
tion of the lift drive and control … either above (shaft-head 
for MRL) or below (in or adjacent to pit for bottom drives)    

 

NEW  LIFT  REGISTRATIONS  -  APPLICATION  TO  INSTALL &  USE 

 

“A youth was questioning a 
lonely old man as to what life’s 
heaviest burden is?  The old man 
replied sadly … To have no bur-
den to carry  -  because through-
out my life someone else always 
carried it for me” 

                          James Sharp 

                             
“Many persons run after happi-
ness and self-accomplishment in 
life like an absent-minded man 
hunting for his hat … whilst it is 
either in his hand or on his head” 
                             James Sharp     

WORDS  OF  WISDOM 
 

“We must be willing to let go of the life that we planned … so as to have the challenging life that is waiting for us” 
Eric M Forrester 

 
“Most people do not know that there are angels whose only job is to make sure that you do not get too comfortable 

and fall asleep … and miss the joys of a real life worth living”. 
Brian Andreas 
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Thank you to LIASA colleague Hennie Hudson for sending 
this new information update on the Kone MonoSpace MRL. 
Claiming to be the pioneers of the MRL (motor room-less) 
application, Kone has installed close to 2000 of these inaugu-
ral models in the RSA. The new technological development 
will take these drives and control to an even higher level of 
service and application, states Mr Hudson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW  DESIGN  OFFERING 
 

• Replaces the present design collection completely 
• Three value levels: basic, standard and premium 
• Design car collection 
• Mix-&-Match 
• New accessories including new ceiling, handrail, buffer rail, 
  mirror, seat and tenant directory designs 

Designs, materials and components 
designed to last time and wear and tear 

 

NEW  NMX  MACHINERY 
 

•   Renewed machinery with smoother acceleration, decelera-
tion and more accurate car leveling 

•    Renewed brakes with new brake testing functionality for 
daily brake condition testing 

Innovative new copper winding arrangement minimizes 
energy. 

 

NEW  KSS 280  SIGNALIZATION  FAMILY 
 

Modern and functional new signalization family for resi-
dential buildings with durable hairline stainless steel finish-
ing and alphanumeric LCD displays 

Replaces KDS 50 PH COP from offering. 
  

For more information contact Hennie directly on 082 389 5615. 
 

Article by Willem du Toit 
 

During the past month I had numerous calls and conversa-
tions about non-automatic lifts and also about power operated 
vertical sliding doors. By now we should all know that a non-
automatic lift is a lift which requires the assistance of a per-
son to open or close the doors, so that the lift is ready to 
operate when it is called to another floor. A lift with swing 
doors on the landings and a door drive on the car is still an 
automatic lift, because the landing door spring-closer will 
always close the landing door automatically, whilst the car 
doors close automatically and raise the retiring cam operating 
the landing door lock. 
 

The Lift, Escalator and Passenger Conveyor Regulation 3(3) 
states ... 

“The user of a lift which does not operate 
automatically shall appoint the operator of 
such lift in writing and instruct the operator as 
to the dangers of its operation.” 
 

A further major misunderstanding comes when we work with 
“power operated vertical rise doors”, because long serving 
persons in the industry reckon that the lift now changes to an 
automatic lift. This of course is one of our biggest misconcep-
tions. Let us have a look what we read in our Standard ... 
 

SANS 50081-1:2004 (EN81-1:1998) 
Clause 7.5.2.2. Vertically sliding doors 

These type of doors shall only be used for goods passenger 
lifts. 
 

Power closing shall only be used if the following four condi-
tions are fulfilled at the same time: 

The closing is carried out under the continuous control 
and supervision of the users; 

The average closing speed of the panels is limited to 0.3 
m/s; 

The car door is of construction as provided for in 8.6.1 

The car door is at least two-thirds closed before the 
landing door begins to close. 

 

The definition of “goods passenger” is … 
“a lift mainly intended for the transport of goods, 
which are generally accompanied by persons.”   

This lift is what we use to know as a  “freight elevator” and 
that they were registered for a certain load and 1 or 2 atten-
dants, for the attendant had to press the door-closed buttons 
and register calls.  
 

From the above it becomes clear that you can never have an 

automatic lift with vertical rise doors. Therefore all lifts with 

vertical rise doors shall have appointed operators / atten-

dants. 

We regularly still encounter these freight or goods lifts on our inspec-
tions, with loads anything from 2 to 6 ton. Roughly a third are auto-
matic vertical bi-parting doors with Harris Preeble drives (or similar), 
whilst the other two thirds are manually operated  …  Editor 

 
 

NEW  KONE  ‘N’  MonoSpace  NON-AUTOMATIC  LIFTS 
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(Continued from Page 6  >) 
 

7.7 Locking and close landing door check: 
 

The unlocking zone shall not extend more than 0.2m above or 
below the landing level. This can increase to 0.35m if the car and 
landing doors are  mechanically operated simultaneously. 
 

The car shall not be able to start until the locking elements are 
engaged by at least 7mm. 
 

8 Car and counterweight: 
 

The car shall be fitted with an apron of at least 0.75 m vertical 
height and it shall be at least as wide as the landing entrances it 
faces. 
 

The clearances around the car door panels are the same as for the 
landing doors  -  6mm when new and 10mm maximum for wear. 
 

 Projections and indentations are the same as for the landing doors  
-  3mm maximum and they must be chamfered. 
 

The door protection (safety shoes) may be neutralized during the 
last 50mm of travel of each door panel. 
 

Any emergency trap door in the car roof for rescue and evacuation 
shall measure at least 0.35m x 0.5m. Emergency doors in the cars 
shall measure at least 1.8m high and 0.35m wide. 
 

Ventilation apertures at the top and bottom of the car shall be 
such that a 10mm round bar cannot be passed through it.. 
 

8.13 Car roof: 
 

The car roof shall have at one point a clear area for standing of at 
least 0.12 square metres, and the lesser dimension shall not be less 
than 0.25 m. 
 

When the clearance between the car and the well enclosure ex-
ceeds 0.3 m, a balustrade (safety hand-rail) shall be provided. If the 
distance is less than 0.85 m, the balustrade may be 0.7 m high. If 
the distance exceeds 0.85m, the balustrade shall be 1.1m high. The 
distance from the balustrade to any part in the well shall be at least 
0.1m. The balustrade shall not be more than 0.15m from the edge 
of the car roof. A 0.1m toe-guard shall be provided. The balus-
trade shall have a mid-bar. 
 

11 Running clearances: 
 

The horizontal distance between the well and the car sill or door 
frame shall not exceed 0.15m. It may extend to 0.2m if the height 
is less than 0.5m or if it is a goods passenger lift with vertically 
sliding doors. 
 

The horizontal distance between the landing and car sills (sill gap) 
shall not exceed 35mm. The horizontal distance between the car 
door and the closed landing doors shall not exceed 0.12m. 
 

With hinged landing and folding car doors, it shall not be possible 
to place  a ball of 0.15mm diameter between the two doors. 
 

The clearance between the car and the counterweight or their asso-
ciated equipment shall be at least 50mm.  > 
 
 

We bring to your specific attention a seemingly impossible 
incident where a Cwt frame failed, apparently due to metal 
fatigue. The focus of this failure is that you make a mental 
note to check every Cwt where you carry out a risk assess-
ment or regulatory Annex ‘B’ compliance inspection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seen above is the point of failure, exactly where the frame’s 
channel-iron material was cut to facilitate the post-installation 
filling of Cwt blocks. In this instance the approximately 245 lb 
iron blocks were used, implying a weight of 112kg each. The 
total Cwt (frame & blocks) to balance the car body and sling, 
plus the 50% contract load, equates to approximately 3,6 ton. 
 

Whatever the manufacture mode of cutting out the front face 
of the channel on both sides of the frame, it converts the 
channel section at the point of cutout, to that of an angle-iron 
profile, with vastly reducing mechanical properties. We may 
assume that the multi-national manufacturer of the frame, had 
carried out copious prior calculations to ensure that the total 
cut and welded mono-frame was sufficiently strong enough to 
carry the blocks ad infinitum.  
 

We are happy to report it as a serious incident as opposed to a 
serious or fatal accident … as the car was empty at the time of 
the incident.  Suffice it to say that both Car and Cwt were 
damaged beyond repair. Had the Car been occupied, the pas-
sengers would most assuredly have been killed, for the Cwt 
spilled out all its weights from a high floor level. 
 

In considering the causative factors for the failure, we realized 
that the investigation would cross several borders of technical 
studies such as strengths of materials, design of structures and driven 
machinery plant. Straight away many of our colleagues will re-
member these subjects from our earlier Technikon engineering 
studies. For the record, we even ventured so high an authority 
on the subject as a Professor of Mechanical Engineering. 
 

With the investigation only now having started, the immediate 
priority was to weld steel gussets to the cut-out faces of the 
remaining lifts in the group. Being forewarned is to be fore-
armed … so check the lifts properly on your inspections!   

LIFT  CLEARANCES  &  DISTANCES COUNTERWEIGHT  FRAME   
FAILURE 
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Article by Willem du Toit  
 

The majority of queries that I regularly receive are about meas-
urements and clearances of lifts, so I decided to list the most im-
portant ones  -  there are many more, but the following are the 
most frequently questioned ... 
 

5.2.1.2 Partially enclosed lift wells (Observation Lifts): 
At the landing door side it shall be enclosed up to 3.5m. On 
the remaining sides it shall be enclosed up to 2.5m, if moving 
parts are less than 0.5m away. This distance can be reduced 
progressively to 1.1m if the moving parts are 2.0m away. The 
enclosure shall be less than 0.15m from the edges of the floors 
or cut-outs. 
 

5.2.2 Emergency, inspection and trap doors: 
Inspection doors shall be at least 1.4m high and 0.6m wide. 
Emergency doors shall be at least 1.8m high and 0.35m wide.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Inspection traps shall be at least 0.5m high and 0.5m wide. If 
the distance between consecutive landing door sills exceeds 11 
m, emergency doors shall be provided. 
 

5.4 The front of the well: 
Below the landing door sill (toe guard) shall be a smooth area 
equal to half the unlocking zone plus 50mm height and the 
width shall be the clear opening plus 25mm on either side. Pro-
jections (bolt heads) on this area shall not exceed 5mm. Projec-
tions exceeding 2 mm shall be chamfered. 
 

5.6 Protection in the well: 
The travelling area of the counterweight shall be guarded from 
not more than 0.3m above the pit floor to a position of at least 
2.5m. The width of this guard shall be at least the width of the 
counterweight plus 0.1m on either side. 
  

Between lift pits there shall be a partition which shall extend 
from at least the lowest point of travel of the car or counter-
weight to a height of 2.5m  above the lowest landing. If the 
moving parts of the two adjacent lifts are less than 0.5m apart, 
then this partition shall go all the way to the roof of the well. 
 

5.7 Headroom and pit: 
When the counterweight rest on its fully compressed buffers; 
there shall be enough space on top of the car to accommodate 
a rectangular (safety) block of sizes 0.5m x 0.6m x 0.8m. 
 

The guided travel of a positive drive lift shall be at least 0.5m 
before it  strikes its upper buffer. When the car is at its upper 
buffer there shall be enough space on top of the car to accom-
modate a rectangular block of sizes 0.5m x 0.6m x 0.8m. 
When the car rest on its fully compressed buffers; there shall 
be enough space under the car to accommodate a rectangular 
(safety) block of sizes 0.5m x 0.6m x 1.0m. 
 

5.8 Exclusive use of the lift well: 
Where the enclosure is absent (observation lift), the area within 
1.5m from any moving parts is considered to be the well. 
 

5.9 Lighting in the well: 
The well lights shall start at most 0.5m from the highest and 
lowest points in the well with intermediate lights. 
 

6.2 Access to machinery spaces: 

Machinery spaces shall not be situated more than 4m above 
the level  accessible by stairs. Ladders exceeding 1.5m shall not 
be liable to slip or  turn over.  The width of a ladder shall be at 
least 0.35m and the depth of the steps shall not be less than 25 
mm. and the distance between the steps and the wall behind 
the ladder shall not be less than 0.15m.  For 1.5m around the 
ladder there shall be no risk of falling by more than the height 
of the ladder. 
 

6.3 Machinery in the machinery room: 
There shall be a clear height of 2 m at working areas. The clear 
height for movement shall not be less than 1.8 m.  In front of 
control cabinets shall be a clear horizontal space of 0.7m deep 
and the width shall be at least 0.5m or the full width of the 
cabinet. 
 

A clear horizontal area of at least 0.5m x 0.6m shall be avail-
able where required for maintenance of moving parts.  The 
passage way to the above spaces shall not be less than 0.5m if 
there are moving parts or 0.4m if there are no moving parts. 
 

There shall be a clear vertical distance of at least 0.3m above 
any rotating parts.  Where the machinery room floor has dif-
ferent levels which varies by more than 0.5m, stairways or 
steps with handrails shall be provided.  Any recesses greater 
than 0.5m deep, shall be covered. 
 

6.3.4 Doors and trap doors: 
Access doors shall have a minimum width of 0.6m and height 
of 1.8m.  Access trap doors for persons shall have a clear pas-
sage of at least 0.8m x 0.8m. 
 

6.3.5 Other openings: 
Any holes through the machinery room floor shall have ferules 
which projects 50mm above the floor surface. 
 

6.4 Machinery in the well: 
The same requirements as in a machinery room applies accept 
for the vertical distance above rotating parts can be less than 
0.3m, but then they must be guarded. 
 

7. Landing Doors: 
Clearances between door panels, uprights, headers or sills shall 
not exceed 6mm when new. It can however increase to 10mm 
due to wear. 
 

Door play shall not exceed 30mm for side opening doors and 
45 in total for centre opening doors.  The clear height of a 
landing door shall be at least 2m. The clear entrance of the 
landing doors shall not extend more than 50mm in width be-
yond the clear car entrance on both sides. 
 

Recesses or projections on the landing doors shall not exceed 
3mm and they shall be chamfered in the opening direction of 
movement. 
 

Glass for vision panels shall be at least 6mm thick. Vision pan-
els shall not exceed 0.15mm in width. Vision panels wider than 
80mm shall be at least 1m above floor level. 
 

7.7 Locking and close landing door check: 
The unlocking zone … 
                                                                       Continued on Page 5 -  > 
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Article by Peter Murray 
 

An original 102 year old Hand Powered Waygood- Otis Lift has 
been saved from the scrap heap by Propertuity, a development com-
pany specialising in rejuvenating the eastern side of Johannesburg 
CBD. I was privileged to meet CEO Jonathan Liebmann who is 
renowned for the renewal of the Maboneng Precinct. Jonathan 
stated that 264 Fox Street in Johannesburg was built in 1911; the 
building now houses the now famous ‘Arts on Main’. This old 
bonded liquor warehouse was originally used by William McBain. 
Later the building was taken over by D.F.Corlett Construction 
who was responsible for building St Stithians School and numer-
ous other Johannesburg buildings. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Derick Rademeyer & Peter Murray operating the lift 
 

Inside ‘Arts on Main’ you will find double volume ceilings, concrete 
floors, oversized windows and a very special old elevator … 

A hemp rope passes over a large pulley  -  the diameter is 
equal to the width of the car platform.   

The hemp rope passes through two small holes in the slab to 
the floor below. The large pulley is connected to a four gear 
system which in turn drives a sheave.  

The old timber car and counterweight run on square timber 
guides (must be Rhodesian teak, like the old railway sleepers)  

A band brake situated behind the pulley controls the brake 
whilst the hemp rope is used to raise or lower the car.  

The elevator car and counterweight are held by two steel ca-
bles. By pulling on the hemp rope from the top or bottom 
floor the brake is released and the lift car is moved using man-
ual labour  -  One man-power as opposed to one horse-power.  

The lift was constructed to carry 15 CWTS (an old British unit 
of weight). 1 CWT equals 112 pounds or a ‘quintal’ which is 
equal to 50,8 Kg. The maximum designed load is, therefore, 
762Kg. 

 

 The Lift Industry and Otis, indeed the whole country 

owes a special vote of thanks  to  Jonathan Liebmann-

for having the sagacity and foresight to save and pre-

serve this unique and magnificent piece of elevator 

machinery into perpetuity, a historic landmark for our 

children and grand-children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps we can prevail on colleague Willem du Toit to use 
the above application to set the next CPD questionnaire 
around this drive to calculate the moments of force and the 
mechanical advantage of the gears  -  focusing on the 
‘manpower’ needed to raise the 0,75 ton load manually. 
 

We have already spoken to Peter to arrange a visit for in-
terested persons to view the whole installation. Although 
operating without a speed-governor (and therefore safety-
gear) we would like to see the operation of the self-lifting 
main brake. We wonder if ‘record books’ were used in those 
days?  All interesting points for lift engineers to ponder on. 
 

We have requested RLI colleague Graham Mould, LIASA 
Regional Chairman (Eastern Cape) to take photos of the 
old Express lift installed in the Edward Hotel in Port Eliza-
beth circa mid 1920’s  -  Will keep you posted.        (Editor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OVER  100  YEAR  OLD  OTIS  HAND-POWERED  LIFT 
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On Friday 12th July we bid farewell to a highly respected friend 
and colleague at a memorial service held in Kempton Park. 
Needless to say that the church was filled with family and 
friends, a token of the high esteem at which Buddie Jacobus 
Ceronie was held. 
 

It was noticeably a who-is-who in the Lift Industry as regards 
the Golden Oldies cadre attendance. There were several Otis 
employees, unknown to us elders, but recognizable by the logo 
on their shirts and jackets. We apologise that we could not 
replicate their names on this list, but the following attendees, to 
the best of Peter Murray, Willem du Toit and my memories are 
as follows … 

Liesel Davies 

Barry Beaumont 

Dennis Bredenham 

Wally Coolly 

Robbie Coslett 

Dave Dwyer 

Avie du Toit 

Willem du Toit 

Arthur Fischer 

Satha Govender 

Rodney ‘Elemod’ Hyman 

Theo Kleinhans 

Walter Lightfoot 

Graeme Milward 

Peter Murray 

Hilton Varcoe 

Kenny Wilson 
 

Whereas many of these peer colleagues had greyed or become 
balding Kojaks, their bearing of uprightness and pride was in-
delibly etched on their appearance. They had all run the race of 
life in the Lift Industry and had all come out tops. Whether 
walking at ‘army slow-march’, shuffling along or on crutches, 
they had come to pay their accolades to a revered colleague. 
 

Several written and sms apologies were recorded and conveyed 
to Buddie Jnr. Perhaps the most apt valedictory address was 
penned by LIASA Chairman Sanjeev Singh (see page 1). We 
say valedictory as opposed to eulogy, for Buddie’s legacy is alive 
and well, carried on as a tradition by his apprentices, mentees 
and peer colleagues.   
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We are on the Web  -  go to … 
 www.iliasa.org.za 

The web is maintained by LIASA Chairman Sanjeev Singh for 
the members’ benefit 

 

EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 

LIASA’s contact logistics where you speak to the Editor 

Dr Theo Kleinhans or National Executive Secretary Bon-

nie Peden is: 

 

Office: (011) 613-7552 

Telefax: (011) 613-4248 

E-mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 

                       PO Box 899,  Southdale,  2135 

 

Please forward us your newsworthy articles and photos 

for dissémination to all our colleagues around the RSA. 
 

Articles contributed to Educom are evaluated by ECSA as 
CPD, assisting you to achieve your minimum 5 points per 
year, averaged out over 5-year rolling periods. Remember 
that … 
 

« Ignorance of FACT is no excuse  
for any stated non-compliance » 

 

« Liberty means responsibility  -   

That is why most men dread it » 
 

                                                              George Bernard Shaw 

 
 

 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE : 
OUR  FINAL  RESPECTS  TO   

BUDDIE  CERONIE 

 

“What we long for in communication is communion, the 
transcendent interaction between trainer and trainee, be-
tween mentor and mentee, where we deeply understand 
and in turn ... are ourselves understood.” 

                                                                                 Nancy Rose Meeker Ph.D 
 

“We make a living by what we get  -  but we make a life by 
what we give”.                                                                                                                
                                                                                               Charlie Chaplin 

LIASA in 1995, to qualify for ECSA (Engineering Council) recognition as 

a ‘Voluntary Association’ (VA  -  Article 21 Association), formal Articles 

of Association were required, along with a formalized membership structure. 

These were drawn up by founder members Dr Theo Kleinhans and Steve le 

Roux. Steve was elected as Chairman of the National Executive Committee 

in Gauteng, with Theo as Executive Secretary-Treasurer; Mike Russell as 

Regional Chairman Western Cape and Graham Mould as Regional Chair-

man Eastern Cape. Natal and the Free State were vacant at that time.  The 

current LIASA membership stands at 172 paid-up members,   thanks to the 

sterling work of Secretary Bonnie Peden. 
 

To better serve its members, LIASA has registered several training courses 

with ECSA, since these require prior ECSA recognition in order to count for 

the regular CPD training requirements. A further major determinant was the 

LIASA National Conference held in September 2012 at the ShaMani con-

ference centre in Alberton.  
 

LIASA membership cards were issued to all present who had paid their subs. 

This would normally have been done in April 2013, when all subscriptions 

become due with ECSA and LIASA, inclusive of the relevant CPD advice 

forms. Remember that proof has to be retained in case you are called on to 

present them to ECSA. Membership of LIASA ensures an ECSA sub-

scription rebate more than  equal to the LIASA subscription, being a motiva-

tor to engender or retain LIASA membership. 

mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za

