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Front page of the November issue technical bulletin, 
mouthpiece of the UK Lift and other Engineering  

discipline Inspectors  -  Now in its 86th year of publication.  

 

DoL  INVESTIGATION 
 

Having attended a DoL fatal lift accident investigation in Jo-
hannesburg on 24th November, we once again became aware 
of the OHSAct LEPC regulatory requirements as a prime 
compliance factor with any lift accident inquiry. OHS Inspec-
tor, Mr Thinga Magosha from the Germiston office (082 563 
6054), handled the inquiry with distinction. 
 

Before even commencing with the accident causative factors, 
he checked the monthly service records, right down to the 
annual preventative maintenance logs to the manufacturer’s 
instructions; The service provider deputation; The 6-Monthly 
rope and specifically the annual safety test logs, including all 
the statutory safety notices to ensure full LEPC compliance. 
 

The accident was then formally investigated, with Mr Ma-
gosha being friendly and courteous to the Owners and build-
ing manager, who were obviously highly stressed at this, their 
first formal DoL inquiry. Obviously the statutory prohibition 
was issued, but with careful explanation as to its function. We 
trust that with this sort of proficiency, Chief Inspector Mr 
Tibor Szana will be ordering more random compliance in-
spections in future. Remember the 1st Law of Quality : 

‘What gets measured ... gets done’ 

LIASA  
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DoL & LEASA Meeting 
 

A meeting requested by the D.O.L between members of the 
LEASA took place on  Friday 3 November 2017 at the of-
fices of SEIFSA in Johannesburg. Messrs Jakes Malatse 
and Hlaks Monyaki were in attendance representing the 
D.O.L. 
 

Two major topics were discussed … 
(i) The signing of Annex ‘A’ reports and  
(ii) the implementation date of EN81-20 
 

Signing of Annex ‘A’ Commissioning Reports 
 

The current consensus among most parties is that the Annex 
‘A’ commissioning documents should be signed by an RLI 
(registered lift inspector). The reason for this is that current-
ly there is little accountability on the non-registered persons 
signing Annex ‘A’ documents. There is currently no proof 
of the person’s qualifications or membership of a body with 
a code of conduct. 
 

The feeling amongst members was that whilst a SANAS 
approved Lift Inspector should not necessarily sign an An-
nex ‘A’, it should at least be an RLI in good standing with 
ECSA. 
 

EN81-20 Implementation Date 
 

The proposed implementation date should be sometime next 
year (2018) after further consultations with LIASA and 
LEASA. The LEASA members are now investigating the 
inspection requirement that they have enough internal Lift 
Inspectors in their employ. 
 

DOL expressed their feelings that they are not convinced 
that the Lift Industry is ready for the implementation of 
EN81-20. The LEA will hold a joint meeting mid Feb 2018 
to discuss this matter and report back to DOL. 
 

The original LEA proposed date of units sold after 1 Jan 
2018 to comply with EN 81-20, is currently on hold until 
further notice. A new Annex ‘A’ document, to tie in with 
EN 81-20, must still be produced and approved by DOL. 
There was a consensus that an industry workshop is needed 
with guest speakers to present the EN81-20.  
 

In the meantime companies are at liberty to supply EN81-1 
or EN81-20 products, where SANS 1545-1:2016 would be 
used as the Annex ‘A’ for both standards. 
 

SANS 50081-1: 2004 / EN81-1 will  continue to be availa-
ble at SABS ... as the reaffirmation date for this SABS 
document is now only due end 2021. It is likely that DOL 
will incorporate SANS 50081-20:2017 (EN81-20:2014) into 
the  OHSAct LEPDR (Lift, Escalator and Passenger Con-
veyor Regulations) with a phased-in incorporation date yet 
to be decided. 

Peter Murray  RLI, Member LEA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN LIFT INDUSTRY STANDARDS 

  

SANAS  POSITIVE  OUTCOME 
 

Although AIS’s regularly complain about the cost of 
SANAS initial accreditation and follow-up reviews, we 
all agree tongue-in-cheek that accreditation does have 
positive outcomes. The most transparent being that every 
AIA has to inspect each and every lift and escalator ac-
cording to his ‘SANAS’ check-sheet. A further spinoff is 
that the Annex ‘B’ comprehensive report is now issued 
from this check-list, stating all the non-compliances 
logged, which record has to be retained for the ensuing 10 
years.  
 

A final spin-off is that the ‘electronic signature’ is issued 
to a specific lift under a specific AIA’s registration num-
ber, thus leaving a paper trail of the who, what, when of 
that inspection. This ensures that nobody can copy any 
Annex ‘B’ or alter it to suite another situation.  
 

The check-list being a live document, will be improved 
upon over time as additional inspection situations arise. It 
also ensures that every designated list item is inspected 
since it requires a tick or cross, followed by a comment if 
applicable. The SANAS reviews certainly ensure that this 
development is ongoing, for if you ignore it, it becomes a 
finding at your next review. 
 

Three of the largest independent AIA’s being Progitech 
under MD Bill Murphy & Bruno Isler; Solutions for Ele-
vating (S4E) under MD Howard Davey, Filipe Vinagre & 
Faizal Ally; and Liftech Projects under Theo and David 
Kleinhans, all employ several dedicated lift engineers as 
consultants. Alternatively they are partners or employees 
considered as associates, who contribute their total efforts 
towards their company. Importantly, these independent 
AIA’s have fully formalised offices with secretarial assis-
tants in the different areas of administrative management. 
 

The most positive spin-off for any client in awarding their 
lift engineering consulting contract work to such a consul-
tancy, is that they are assured of the most professional 
approach in the industry to their requirements. Although 
one person will be dedicated to the client’s sphere of op-
erations, each AIA has a whole group of professionally 
minded people as back-up, supporting and looking after 
each particular client.   
 

Some of these company representatives may be residing 
in other major or coastal centres, but the ‘SANAS’ system 
ensures that these representatives operate from the same 
professional base, using the same test equipment and 
check-sheets. The comprehensive and technical reports 
may even all be issued from the central head office of the 
AIA company. Possibly the only variance that can be 
gleaned is the human factor, where identification of a cer-
tain situation depends on the interpretation of the needs or 
requirements, along with the proposed corrective action. 
 

The only problem that we foresee is the escalating age of 
these nationally recognised lift engineering gurus. Never 
has the need been greater than for younger lift engineers 
to stand up and be counted, so as to be absorbed and 
trained into the recognised psychology of these older 
leading AIA’s that focus on customer service excellence.  

 

DOING IT RIGHT FIRST TIME ... 
 

“If you don’t have time to do it right first time,  
strange how you always have enough time to do it over.” 

 

Earl Nightingale  
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NEW YORK FATALITY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An advertising executive was killed in a freak elevator mishap 
Wednesday 14th December at a Madison Avenue office building, 
police and fire officials said. The accident happened at around 
10 a.m. in a 26-story office tower near Grand Central Terminal 
that has been the longtime home of advertising agency Y&R, 
formerly known as Young & Rubicam. 
The New York Times identified the victim as 41-year-old Y&R 
executive Suzanne Hart. Officials said Hart was stepping onto 
the elevator on the first floor when either her foot or leg became 
caught in the closing doors. The car then rose abruptly, dragging 
her body into the shaft and killing her, officials said. 
 

LIFT TRAP TRAGEDY 
  

“Man stuck in a lift for a MONTH despite pressing emer-
gency alarm, is found dead after neighbours reported foul 
stench”  -  Pensioner Isaak Komisarchik, 82, suffering from 
dementia, was reported missing on July 5 in Denver, USA.  

Authorities are investigating why nobody responded to his calls 
for help. He had wondered into a building which was closed up 
for upgrading. The lift in particular was not (supposed to be) in 
use! 
 

NETHERLANDS 
ELEVATOR FATALITY 

 

“One Killed in elevator accident in Geldrop Clothing Store  
September 16, 2017  -  A 55-year-old woman was killed in an 
accident involving an elevator in a clothing store in Geldrop on 
Wednesday afternoon. Emergency services responded to the 
store around 12:30 p.m. According to the police, it seems to be a 
workplace accident.”  
  

WOMAN INJURED IN TOWER 
BRIDGE LIFT FALL 

 

“A woman who was injured in Tower Bridge lift fall, gets stuck 
again in lift at court Richard Hartley-Parkinson for Metro on 
Tuesday 11 April 2017 12:19 pm.”  
 

A tourist from Australia, she is suing Tower Bridge because the 
lift that she was, in ‘fell some distance (3m) and crashed’, has 
got stuck in another lift. This time she was on her way to court  

  

where she had entered a £300,000 claim against the operators 
of the tourist attraction. Bronwyn and Graham Cowan were 
visiting from Australia when they fell 10ft, suffering leg frac-
tures and psychological trauma. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The High Court heard that Mrs Cowan, 63, fractured both 
ankles and a big toe in the lift fall, and still has haunting mem-
ories of lying stricken on the floor of the lift. But on the first 
day of the case at Central London County Court heard she 
suffered a panic attack when she became stuck in the lift. Her 
lawyers said that the incident at Tower Bridge has made her 
‘hyper-vigilant of mechanical sounds’ but the court where her 
case was being heard was only accessible via lift or up several 
flights of stairs. The couple, from Sydney, are suing the City 
of London Corporation, which owns Tower Bridge, and two 
companies involved in installing and maintaining the lift.  
 

Mrs Cowan got stuck in a lift on the first day of a court hear-
ing about the accident (Picture above). Liability for the acci-
dent was admitted in April, but the Defence Attorneys are dis-
puting the £300,000 (mR4,8) value put on the couple’s claim. 
The traumatic legacy of the accident was highlighted on the 
first day of the trial when Mrs Cowan became stuck in the lifts 
at court.” 
 

Read more: http://metro.co.uk/2017/04/11/woman-injured-in-tower-
bridge-lift-fall-gets-stuck-in-lift-at-court-6567759/?ito=cbshare  
 

TWO TEENAGERS FALL 
THROUGH LIFT FLOOR 

 

“Two teenagers fell to their deaths when the floor of an 
elevator they were riding in at an upscale neighbourhood 
in Madrid apparently gave way and plunged the occupants 
down the lift shaft.”  
 

Two teenage students celebrating the end of exams plunged to 
their death from the ninth floor after the glass bottom of a lift 
caved in from the ninth floor. Neighbours confirmed to local 
media that the building where the accident happened, had only 
recently undergone renovation work and that the elevator had 
its safety certificate in order. But … after stepping into the 
state-of-the-art lift on the ninth floor, the glass floor gave way 
and the couple plummeted down the shaft. 
 

Read more: http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/teenage-
sweethearts-celebrating-exams-plunge-10392536 

USA  &  UK  LIFT  ACCIDENT  REPORTS 

http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/12/14/three-hurt-in-midtown-elevator-plunge-one-critically/?hp
http://elevatorsescalators.blogspot.co.za/2017/09/netherlands-one-killed-in-elevator.html
http://elevatorsescalators.blogspot.co.za/2017/09/netherlands-one-killed-in-elevator.html
http://elevatorsescalators.blogspot.co.za/2017/09/netherlands-one-killed-in-elevator.html
http://elevatorsescalators.blogspot.co.za/2017/09/netherlands-one-killed-in-elevator.html
http://elevatorsescalators.blogspot.co.za/2017/09/netherlands-one-killed-in-elevator.html
http://elevatorsescalators.blogspot.co.za/2017/09/netherlands-one-killed-in-elevator.html


 

Recognised Voluntary Association in terms of Section 36(1) of the Engineering Professions Act .  
Educom fulfills a requirement for Continued Professional Development as specified in the Act No.46 of 2000 

  Page  4 

  

GRASKOP GORGE LIFT 
PROJECT 

The Graskop Gorge lift, situated on 
Mpumalanga’s Panorama Route, has a 
sheer drop equivalent to about 16 sto-
reys. During construction, roleplayers 
have had to tackle some groundbreaking 
challenges on this project which is only 
one of two in the world. 
 

Eric Dixon, Director of LEW Consult-
ing Engineers, was appointed to do the 
structural and civil designs of the R40m 
(€2,4m) project. 
 

This includes the observation viewing elevator, a network 
of elevated walkways and suspension bridges at the foot of 
the cliff, and a restaurant, bar and shops on the plateau. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Seen above, the observation lift shaft snapped a few weeks 
ago, is a stand-alone structure, giving 180° vista-vision. The 
developers have a long-term lease with the Thaba Chweu 
municipality, which owns the land, and obtained funding 
through the NEF. The rest of the shares are privately held. 
 

Earthbound Timber Designs was responsible for building 
the walkways, replacing the derelict staircase, and doing the 
decking, both on the plateau and at the bottom of the gorge, 
where environmental trails weave through the escarpment’s 
afro-montane forest. 

Project progress update by Rob Duke  

 

 

Recent inspection trip to Nelspruit … at 05:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LATEST  LIFT  INDUSTRY  NEWS 

 

CHAIRMAN’S xMAS  
GREETINGS  

 

To all LIASA Members and their fam-
ilies, we wish you all a wonderful 
“FeStIve SeASoN”, ANd AlSo A HAppy 
holiday season as you all make 
plans to celebrate Christmas & New 
Year in a special way by holidaying 
in beautiful places. 
 

For those friends and Educom read-
ers who will be traveling to their 
holiday destination by road or by 
air, we wish you a safe journey, and 
look forward in seeing you again 
next year AS we tackle the resolu-
tions and obligations of a new year 
2018. 
 

Best regards, Ronnie  branders  

 

OPTIMIST  vs  PESSIMIST 
 

“The pessimist sees difficulty in every  
opportunity ... whilst the optimist sees an  

opportunity in every difficulty”. 
 

                                                        Sir Winston Churhill (1941) 
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Fact Sheet 
 

Electricity theft is a serious threat to Eskom and municipalities’ 
sustainability and South Africa’s economic growth. Electricity 
thieves are robbing the country of billions annually – revenue 
that could be used for other critical developmental projects. 
Electrocution due to electricity theft through unsafe illegal con-
nections and meter tampering, cause many public fatalities every 
year, many of them innocent young children. The consequences 
are dire even before looking at the potential revenue utilities 
lose due to this criminal activity. The ripple effect of this serious 
crime reverberates through society. Everyone pays for electricity 
theft through higher prices, and other societal consequences: 
power outages causing production down-time, traffic conges-
tion, household inconvenience and appliance damage, and a 
constrained power grid that impedes economic growth and job 
creation. 
 

Energy Losses 
 

1. Eskom defines energy loss as the difference between energy 
purchased as measured at the transmission networks and 
energy sold to all customers. These losses are experienced 
in the form of technical and non-technical losses: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Technical losses is a loss that is inherent in the system and 

refers to the energy lost in the electrical networks due to the 
flow of current or energisation of the system. 

2. Non-technical losses occur mostly as a result of electricity 
theft. 

3. Eskom’s non-technical energy loss is estimated at approxi-
mately R4.88 billion for 2016. The volume of energy lost is 
decreasing per annum but the price of electricity is increas-
ing at a higher rate which result in the revenue lost increas-
ing. In 2015, the losses were sitting at R4.7billion. 

4. Of the R4.88 bn losses, 46% is residential and 54% is Busi-
ness, industry Commerce and Agriculture (BICA). 

Municipal losses for the FY2013 period were estimates at 
around R15.4bn. This means that South Africa loses at least 
R20.2bn a year to electricity theft. 
 

Read more: (http://www.moneyweb.co.za/archive/eskom-customers-
subsidise-huge-electricity-losses/)  
 

Electricity Theft 
 

1. Electricity theft is not just a South African problem. Global-
ly, billions are lost each year due to electricity theft. Whilst 
many associate electricity theft with developing countries 
like South Africa, Brazil and India, the reality is that even 
the most developed countries are also not immune. It is esti-
mated that the US loses approximately $6 billion annually 
due to electricity theft. 

   

In the United Kingdom £299 million is lost each year 
from gas and electricity theft – resulting in electricity be-
coming the third most stolen commodity following credit 
card information and vehicles in the UK. 

2. Electricity theft is a serious crime and poses a major threat 
to South Africa’s power supply and the country’s econo-
my. 

3. Forms of electricity theft include: 
(i)  Illegal connections 
(ii)  Illegal electrification schemes 
(iii)  Meter tampering and bypassing 
(iv)  The buying and selling of illegal prepaid vouchers 

4. Electricity theft is more than an inconvenience. It contrib-
utes to power outages and can lead to businesses closing 
down and jobs being lost. 

5. Because large power users consume a larger volume of 
power than households. One instance of electricity theft 
by a business has a much bigger energy loss impact than 
electricity theft by a household. It is for this reason that 
Eskom’s energy loss in the business, industry, commerce 
and agricultural sectors amount to double that in the resi-
dential sector. 

6. Electricity theft is not just a township problem. It is a seri-
ous economic crime that occurs across all sectors of socie-
ty and impacts all South Africans. No sector is immune. 
Perpetrators range from households in townships running 
illegal connections, or tampered meters in suburbs, to 
large power users in the various business sectors where 
power supply and meters are tampered with in a very so-
phisticated manner. 

7. Electricity theft is not a victimless crime. The conse-
quences of this serious crime include: 

 Electricity theft and the resultant energy losses suffered by 
Eskom and municipalities contribute to increased electric-
ity tariffs. 

 The higher price of electricity further contributes to higher 
prices of e.g. food, transport and other consumer goods. 

 Those who steal electricity have no incentive to be energy
-efficient, as they are not paying for what they are using – 
thus leading to unbridled consumption. 

 Electricity theft in the form of illegal connections, meter 
tampering and bypassing, and the buying and selling of 
illegal prepaid power vouchers, make it difficult for 
Eskom to predict demand for power. All these illegal and 
“unknown” users on the grid could lead to power outages 
due to overloading of the system. 

 

 Electricity theft leads to the loss of innocent 
lives – many children, adults and even pets die 
each year as a result of electrocution from un-
safe illegal connections. 

 Electricity thieves could face prosecution, dis-
connections and tamper fines. Revenue lost as a 
result of electricity theft can also be recovered 
from the customer. 

 Power outages impact on economic activity, 
productivity is affected, businesses cannot oper-
ate and some even have to shut down perma-
nently. 

by Eugene Ferreira 

ESKOM  POWER  LOSSES ...   
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Mitsubishi Electric’s Solae Testing Tower in the 
Inazawa Works in Japan, is most certainly a revela-
tion of the internasional Mitsubishi success story. 
 

The Testing Tower was already completed in Sep-
tember 2007, rising 173 m over the small town of 
Inazawa close to Nagoya.  The tower is designed as 
a stable testing environment, realized by oil damp-
ers and an anti-vibration system that prevents the 
tower from vibrating in the wind.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

  

At night time the tower is illuminated and can be seen as far 
afield as from the Shinkansen Bullet Train which runs to the 
east and west of Japan. From the top of the Solae Testing Tow-
er, Mount Ontake Volcano can be seen which last erupted in 
2014. 

Photos sent in by Peter Murray who took these pictures a couple  
of weeks back, on a visit to the Mitsubishi Electric factory  

 

MITSUBISHI  SOLAE  TESTING  TOWER  -  JAPAN   

In relaxing mood after the recent LIASA AGM at Jeppe Quondam : Hennie ‘Smiley’ Hudson  -  newly appointed to the National Excom; 
Brandon Brown  -  Eastern Cape Regional Chairman; Mannie Perreira and Paul Allen (former Melco CEO), reminiscing over a cuppa. 
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REGULAR  COMPLAINTS ...  
 

 Annex ‘B’ Photo-Copies in Motor rooms:  Calls are 

regularly received from lift inspectors that Service Pro-

viders are photo-copying annexures on two separate 

pages instead of front-and-back of one page! On multi-

lift motor rooms the first and second pages are mixed 

up, so that a visiting inspector is not sure which back 

page (with non-compliances) belongs to which front 

page! If the service providers do not have this photo-

copying facility, at least then glue the pages securely, 

so that they cannot be misrepresented.  It is a legal re-

quirement that legal certificates must be issued in single 

page format so that the certificate cannot be split in two. 
 

Sanjeev consistently reminds us that … “It is the owners 
responsibility to place the annexures in the motor room or 
machine compartment. The AIA supply the annexures to the 
owner regardless of who engaged the AIA's services”. 
 

 Certificate Holders in Machine Compartments:  In-

spectors regularly complain that they have to dig around 

and sort out annexures in motor rooms because these are 

not displayed in the statutory holder with a Perspex cov-

er. Some holders no longer even have the Perspex cover, 

so the certificates are propped into the small cavity and 

even damaged or torn. Noticeably, there is little or no 

supervision on these service routes as a Supervisor 

worth his salt would have rectified this non-compliance 

long ago … before the latest inspection! 
 

 60-Day Annex ‘B’ Non-compliance Corrective Ac-

tion:  AIA’s regularly complain of other AIA’s having 

carried out an initial inspection and logging multiple non

-compliances on their annexure report. There are in 

many instances then no 60-Day follow-up log in the 

record book to verify that the AIA returned to check on 

the service provider’s corrective action. On re-inspection 

a year or two later, a second AIA finds the majority or 

even all the items still  not corrected. Legally, this lift 

can now be reported as having run without a valid An-

nex B from the original date of inspection, requiring a 

most urgent re-inspection of that lift! … Plus it must 

be reported to the DoL Provincial Director! 
 

 Annex ‘B’ Comprehensive Report Signatures:  AIA’s 

report that there are still AIA’s issuing annex ‘B’ com-

prehensive reports without the SANAS-required elec-

tronic signature. This stamp is issued to each person 

individually, with a personal code that allows only that 

AIA to use it. Secondly, the signatory system automati-

cally logs each use through a particular number, with 

time and date, so that it cannot be scanned for re-use on 

 

anther certificate. A recent disciplinary inquiry showed this to 

have occurred, which is tantamount to fraud. 
 

Section 10 of the SANAS PM 01-08 Policy Manual (page 34)  
explains unambiguously how legal document signatures can 
be open to abuse for fraudulent use. SANAS therefore re-
quires each AIA to employ an electronic signature from an 
accredited SA CAB, provided that these signatures meet the 
requirements of the Electronic Communication and Transmis-
sions Act No. 25 of 2002. 
 

Section 13.(4) of this Act  defines  … “Where an advanced 
electronic signature has not been used, such signature is 
regarded as being a invalid electronic signature and to have 
been applied improperly, unless the contrary is proved …” 

(Government gazette No.23708 dated 2 August 2002) 
 

 Annex B technical details:  AIA’s are increasingly com-
plaining that they inspect installations where the previous 
AIA has neglected to complete the Annex B properly. 
Regular omissions are date of construction; date of modi-
fication; lift registration number (believe it or not); con-
tract load and speeds. Alternately they log the details 
incorrectly, such as an AC Single Speed’s contract speed 
as 1,6m/s. The bottom line is … 

Pay attention to detail! 
 

 Wind Turbine Lift Registration:  A very recent com-
plaint from an RLI was that his Regional DoL Office was 
holding up issuing of lift registration numbers because 
they ostensibly have no SANS standard against which to 
register these installations. We had to request DoL Preto-
ria’s assistance in instructing their country region accord-
ingly so as not to hold up the installation sites any long-
er!  Sounds crazy … but it’s true.  

 

 Probably the most serious and regular complaint:  Is 
AIA’s complaining that the lift service providers appear 
to be ignoring the annex-B logged non-compliances for 
rectification. AIA’s are now forced to re-inspect these 
installations within 60-days, still finding items outstand-
ing … effectively rendering the Annex B comprehensive 
report invalid!  

 

The OHSAct now binds that AIA to inform DoL of the 
service provider’s breach, placing additional stress and 
time on the AIA to comply. The caveat emptor is that 
having reported to DoL, nothing further appears to hap-
pen … as the  lifts have over the past 12 to 18 months 
continued to run without valid certification. This is a 

FROM  BONNIE  PEDEN’S  PEN  -  Answering  LIASA  inquiries ... 

 

MINISTERIAL  APPOINTMENT OF  CHIEF   
INSPECTOR 

 

“Section 27.(1)  The Minister shall designate an 
officer serving in the Department as Chief Inspec-
tor for the purposes of this Act” 
 

So the buck stops with this Chief Inspector! 
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In the past, lifts on the mines were regulated by Chapter 
17 of the Regulations in the Mines and Works Act of 
1956. This has changed on 25 August 2017 and very few 
people are aware of this, although it was promulgated in 
the Government Gazette. Even many mine engineers are 
not fully aware of the impact of these new regulations for 
lifts  -  previously called elevators. 
 

I had insight of the draft Regulation in 2015 and I sent a 
list of flaws, which I noticed in the draft, to the Chamber 
of Mines who acknowledged receipt and undertook to 
send my inputs to the Department of Mineral Resources 
(DMR). My inputs were fruitless and the new Regula-
tions have numerous flaws and parts of the Regulation 
will be difficult to comply with. 
 

Chapter 17 now changed to chapter 8.11 and the follow-
ing is a summary of what chapter 8.11 requires: 
 

Definitions:  This section is lacking and there are 
only four definitions in total, which are; lift, material, 
explosives and recoverable recordable system. 

8.11.1 The employer (what we know as user) shall 
ensure that lifts are installed, modified operated and 
maintained under the supervision of a competent per-
son. 
8.11.2 Lift particulars to the Principal Inspector (PI) 
on application. 
8.11.3 Lift particulars to be available. 
8.11.4 Permit requirements  -  what we know as Offi-
cial Registration. 
8.11.5 Is the schedule of all the SANS Standards re-
lating to lifts as we had it in 2014.  
8.11.6 States that the normative references listed in 
8.11.5 above is not applicable. In other words, the 
normative references in the standards are not appli-
cable. 
8.11.7 The employer must draw up a written proce-
dure for the examination, testing, repair and mainte-
nance of every lift. 
8.11.8 The procedures referred to in 8.11.7 must cov-
er the: (a) the monthly examinations, (b) the weekly 
examinations, (c) The records kept of the examina-
tions and (d) The recoverable recordable system for 
the examinations. 
8.11.9 The employer shall ensure that: (a) that an 
unsafe lift is not used and (b) barricades are used 
when a landing door is opened for work on the lift. 
8.11.10 A procedure for the transportation of persons 
and material. 
8.11.11 A procedure for the rescue of trapped per-
sons. 
8.11.12 Any lift must be prevented from travelling 
into a flooded lift well. 
8.11.13 The competent person doing the various ex-
aminations must be present when an inspector if so 
requested by the PI of Mines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the above, and if you read this Regulation you will find that 
there are more questions than answers. Mine engineers will from 
now on contact us more and more for assistance with these Regu-
lations. I was already totally dumb struck in a meeting regarding 
the recordable recoverable auditable system. Most of the techni-
cians at present battle just to do the simple recording of mainte-
nance in a record book  -  what now? 
 

The concerns I have with these new Regulations are: 

1. They added dates to the Standards in the Schedule, but no-
where is it stated ... that the latest edition is applicable. 

2. SANS 10360 was replaced with SANS 53015 ... even before 
the draft of this regulation. 

3. SANS 1545-1 & 2 are in the schedule, but nowhere is it stat-
ed ... when or at what intervals the Comprehensive Reports 
(CR’s) must be done or by who the CR’s must be done. 

4. Must the mines already start issuing CR’s or … is there a due 
date? 

5. The current (latest) Comprehensive Report refers to reporting 
to DOL, but we deal with DMR ... must we perhaps not use the 
2014 version as per the schedule? 

6. What about existing lifts … Is the new regulation retrospec-
tive? 

7. I do not know … where all the different competent persons 
are defined. 

 

As I stated above, the effort I put into an email to the Chamber of 
Mines, dated 2015/08/14, was typically not taken into account. So 
the struggle continues. 

 

Makes one wonder why we bother if they don’t listen!  Perhaps OHS 

Chief Inspector Mr Tibor Szana should take this up with his peer col-

league at DTR—Mines?            Editor) 

 

 

 

FROM  WILLEM  du  TOIT’S  DESK  -  Reporting on Mining Regulations 

“There are none so helpless as those that do not  
want to be helped.” 

Sir Winston Churchill  
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These photos received this week, 
again reflect the poor service 
encountered on some installa-
tions when RLI’s carry out An-
nex ‘B’ compliance inspections. 
 

Note this car buffer right, which 
has been fully compressed, only 
to remain in that position, prob-
ably without oil. The car now 
hitting this buffer in an emer-
gency will have zero energy 
dissipation. Not the UK accident 
report in this Educom issue, 
where a lady broke both ankles 
in such an accident … Her 
claim against the owners … 
several million Rand! 
 

Right upper reflects a flooded 
lift pit. If the owners see this, 
they must be wondering what 
they are paying a hefty monthly 
service bill for. 
 

Right below this PC board is 
part of the electronic controls, 
supposedly so finicky, yet the 
fuses have been soldered with 
such thick fuse-wires which will 
ensure that the electronic drive/
control burns out!  
 

The photo below makes one wonder when the serviceman last 
serviced this installation. What will this lift service provider 
CEO do when confronted with this photograph? There is no 
way in our considered opinion that he can sweep such non-
existent service under the carpet. Perhaps this photo should be 
presented to the owners, along with the inspection report, for 
the owners after all, are locked into a monthly service bill. Actio 
quantum minoris in this case proves the willful neglect and de-
generation of the owner’s capital lift equipment! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17th NOVEMBER SNOW IN DRAKENSBURG 
 

Educom reader Simon Rhodes sms’d us this photo of his entrap-
ment  in the Drakensburg, on his way to Lesotho. They had to 

wait for the graders to clear the snow before continuing further, 
… and that in MID NOVEMBER! 
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  LIASA  CONTACT  DETAILS  
 

Bonnie Peden  -  National Executive Secretary 

Office: (011) 907-0133  -  Telefax: (011) 907-0131 

  

E-Mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 

Website Address: www.iliasa.org.za 

PO Box 531,  Alberton,  1450 

 
 

 

 
 

LIASA in 1995, to qualify for ECSA (Engineering Council) recognition 
as a ‘Voluntary Association’ (VA  -  Article 21 Association), formal Arti-
cles of Association were required, along with a formalized membership struc-
ture. These were drawn up by founder members Dr Theo Kleinhans and Steve 
le Roux. Steve was elected as Chairman of the National Executive Commit-
tee in Gauteng, with Theo as Executive Secretary-Treasurer; Mike Russell as 
Regional Chairman Western Cape and Graham Mould as Regional Chair-
man Eastern Cape. Natal and the Free State were vacant at that time.   
 

The LIASA membership has regrettably reduced to 145 paid-up mem-

bers,   possibly due to the curtailing forces of the SANAS accreditation. 

 
 
New LIASA membership cards have again been issued to all payed up 
members. Please check with Bonnie if you have not received your latest card, 
making sure that you are indeed paid up. Remember that proof has to be 
retained in case you are called on to present them to ECSA. Membership of 
LIASA ensures an ECSA subscription rebate more than  equal to the 
LIASA subscription, being a motivator to engender or retain LIASA 
membership.   □ 

 
EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Educom’s contact logistics, where you speak to … 

The Editor  -  Bonnie Peden  
 

Office: (011) 907-0133 
Telefax: (011) 907-0131                  

E-mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 
 

                             PO Box 531,  Alberton,  1450 
 

Please forward us your newsworthy articles and photos for dis-
sémination to all our colleagues around the RSA. 
 

Articles contributed to Educom are evaluated by ECSA as CPD, 
assisting you to achieve your minimum 5 points per year, avera-
ged out over 5-year rolling periods. Remember that … 

 

« Ignorance of FACT is NO excuse  
for any stated non-compliance » 

 

« Liberty means responsibility  -   
That is why most men dread it » 

 

                                                              George Bernard Shaw 

 
 

We are on the Web  -  go to … 
 www.iliasa.org.za 

Remember that this web is gratefully maintained by Sanjeev 
Singh for the members’ benefit 

 

  

WORDS of WISDOM 
 

“Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy, like art … it 
has no survival value on its own  -  Rather, it is one of 

those things that give value to survival” 
 

“Peace comes from within … do not seek it without it”.   
 

                                                                            Charles S Lewis (1863)  

 

ASPIRANT LIFT INSPECTORS ... 
 

Please take note of the next courses in 2018, alt-
hough no dates have as yet been issued. However, 
by sending me your application forms, you will be 
registered for the first course in 2018. Go to our 
web or request directly from me … 
 

“Short Learning Program (SLP): Lift Regulations – 
Preparation for Registration with ECSA”: 

  

•         Application form to be completed (remember to 
attach a copy of your ID document) 

•         Course information 
  
 

Please take note of the following: 
 

1.     Please note that each course will consist of only 
20 candidates, meaning early response is necessary.  
2.     We will inform you as soon as the courses are 
full. 
For any further enquiry please contact us ... 
 

Mariska Swartz 

Inquiries ... 
 

Department of Mechanical Engineering, Mechatronics 
and Industrial Design (B3-329) 
Faculty of Engineering and the Built Environment 
TSHWANE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY (TUT) 
Private Bag X 680, Pretoria, 0001 
 

 Tel:          +27 12 382-5164      

 Fax:         +27 12 382-5602 
 E-mail:   SwartzM@tut.ac.za. 

mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za
http://www.iliasa.org.za/
mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za
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