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In compliance with the new Engineering Professions Act (No. 46 of 2000) requirements, ILIASA endeavours to assist her members 
in keeping up on technological developments that impact on their registration.  ILIASA most earnestly support ECSA in their 
search for professional service excellence and pursuit of continued professional development’. EDUCOM keeps you up to date on 
ECSA and  industry related news. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
                                            IN MEMORIUM  -  JANNIE FRANCIS 
 
On Thursday 13th May, over 300 family, friends and colleagues paid 
their final respects to Jannie Francis, a man amongst men.  A quality 
and lift regulations Guru that will be sorely missed in the lift industry. 

 

 
Jannie joined Schindler in June 1974 in the mechanical workshop, 
where his immaculate high standards and innovative talents as a tool 
and die maker were soon recognized.  Being promoted to Quality 
Inspector, Jannie passed his stamp of approval for the next 16 years 
on many a product.  Non-compliances were quickly resolved thanks to 
his positive professional contributions. 
 
After a short career move to ESKOM as Quality Inspector, Jannie 
rejoined Schindler in December 1992 to take over the new Qualison 
non-destructive testing project.  Being co-opted to the various industry 
committees at SABS, ECSA, DoL and LEA, Jannie was soon 
recognized as a specialist in his field.  No challenge could ever 
dampen Jannie’s spirit and enthusiasm, perseverance and pride of a 
job well done. His ultimate reward came in being awarded the 
Schindler Corporate Gold Medal in Switzerland for his meritorious 
service. He became the back-stop to most of the senior lift inspectors 
who phoned him at all hours of the day or night to find out what the 
latest regulation interpretation was, for he always had it all readily at 
his finger tips.  
 
Jannie’s unconditional love and care for his family never wavered.  
He shared the successes of his two sons and daughters with pride, and 
was a stalwart to his wife Christine.  In this spirit he shall always be 
remembered.  May your soul rest in everlasting peace, we salute you.

 
 

ILIASA JUNE GENERAL & EXCOM  MEETING 
 
At the ILIASA meeting held at ECSA on Friday 11th June the 
following office bearers having been duly nominated and 
elected, were installed into their respective offices for the 
ensuing year or until such time as a successessor has been 
regularly nominated and elected in their stead:    
 
Chairman  Ben Peyper  Re-elected 
Vice-Chairman Willie du Toit  Re-elected 
Gen. Secretary Theo Kleinhans  Re-elected 
Assist. Secretary Roseline Jood  Ex officio 
 

 
 
Exec. Member Buddie Ceronie  Re-elected 
Exec. Member Schalk van der Merwe   Re-elected 
Exec. Member Brian Crisp  New 
Exec. Member Clarence Thompson New 
Exec. Member Eric Wood  New 
 

We all join in wishing them a happy and fruitful year 
forward, where their manifold inputs will give direction and 
support to the powers that be that control our legislative 
destiny.  It is now incumbent on us as registered members 
of ECSA and ILIASA to support them in their various 
endeavours.       

--- o --- o --- 
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ILIASA SEPTEMBER CONFEFERNCE 

 
The special ILIASA Conference Sub-Committee of Ben 
Peyper, Willie du Toit and Eric Wood met recently with DoL 
in an endeavour to finalize the conference details, since time 
is of the essence.  At the crux of the matter is Dol’s offer to 
sponsor the conference to the tune of some R100 000, with 
ILIASA having to fund the balance through entrance fees.  
Our endeavours to raise sponsors through our members came 
to zero, where even a sponsorship of R1000 per individual 
entity would have been welcome to bolster our funds.   
 
Ben was to meet Dol on Monday 21st June, where possibly a 
reply would be forthcoming.  At the time of going to print, we 
were still not able to elicit a reply.  For all practical purposes 
the time has now become too short for a meaningful 
conference, which has of necessity to stand over to next year. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 
 

FOREFRONT OF LIFT TECHNOLOGY 
 
We recently approached our senior colleagues at the major 
international lift companies, requesting them to advise us of 
their new product development, which we could in turn relay 
to you as part of your membership service.   
 
Like most things in life which come free, one has to beg, 
borrow or steal in order to meet a need.  Only ECSA peer 
colleague Hennie Hudson of Kone, has so far told us about 
their exciting new products.  Otis, Schindler, Melco and 
Thyssen have so far been conspicuous by their silence.  
Perhaps our wake-up call last Friday at the ILIASA meeting 
will achieve some meaningful results for the next issue of 
Educom in September. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

KONE DOES IT AGAIN 
 
Kone’s revolutionary MonoSpace V3F gearless drive 
introduced some eight years ago, has seen some 600 units 
sold and installed in South Africa, part of the some 6000 units 
world wide. At the heart of this technology was a new 
gearless hoisting machine called MonoSpace, which required 
no motor room, starting the new clique of MRL or motor-
room-less.  The latest innovation advised by Hennie has to do 
with a counterweight-less drive through some clever roping 
arrangements with an 8:1 reeving ratio double wrapped, 
which is called MaxiSpace. 
 
There are many lifts that do not have counterweights, such as 
dual-roped drum drives for home lifts, hydraulic drives and of 
course rack & pinion drives where riding comfort is not a 
criterion.  Whereas hydraulic drives dominated the low-rise 
scenario until recently, the introduction of V3F gearless 
MonoSpace drives almost made hydraulics redundant since 
these MonoSpace traction drives are by far more superior due 
to their lower power consumption, smoother ride, lack of oil  
 

 
smell and the absence of the need for large amounts of oil 
to be filtered and recycled or replaced every 12 to 18 
months. 
 
MaxiSpace is now able to dispense with the standard 
counterweight as we know it thanks to an ingenious roping 
arrangement to which we are as yet to be exposed. New 
high-tensile lift ropes enabled Kone to ensure adequate 
traction over the double wrapped drive sheave without the 
use of a counterweight. At the heart of this latest tech-
nology is PowerDisc, a hoist motor housed in aluminium as 
opposed to steel.  This machine weighs a paltry 70kgs 
compared to the parallel MonoSpace at some 230kgs and 
550kgs for a standard MR17 traction machine as used by 
the lift industry over the past 20 years or so.  This new 
innovative concept was only introduced as recently as end 
March this year.  EDUCOM was still endeavouring to 
obtain a reproducible photo or at least a schematic drawing 
of the roping at the time of going to print.  We will keep 
you informed. 
  

--- o --- o --- 
 
 

LOST CITY SE ‘FOEFIESLIDE’ 
 
Een van ons senior kollegas het baie onlangs saam met 
DoL ‘n bylaag ‘A’ inspeksie gaan uitvoer op die nuwe 
Foefie glystaaf te Sun City, ‘n eerste vir Suid Afrika.  
Onmiddelik dink u aan ‘n dik staal draad met ‘n gly-pypie 
om aan vas te hou, geanker aan ‘n hoë boom, wat dan 
grond to lei so 40 meter verder.  Nee wat, glad nie kêrels!  
Hierdie glystaaf is baie meer innoverend ontwerp. 
 
Bo op Sun City se koppie waar die watertenks en 
radiotorings reeds etlike jare gevestig is, is ‘n nuwe glybaan 
ankertoring gebou om die Foefie aan vas te gespe.  ‘n 
Ongeveer 20mm deursnit staal hyserkabel vloei dan die 
berg af, rigting krokodilplaas, amper 2 km verder.  Jy gly of 
sweef dan te alle tye enigiets van 5 tot 50 meter bo die 
grondvlak.  ‘’Hoe hou jy vas?’’ kan mens jouself uitvra.  In 
‘n dra-harnas soos gebruik deur die sweeftuig hang-
vliëniers.  Jy hang letterlik onder die kabel in die harnas 
met wielietjies wat ry soos ‘n wafferse kabelspoor kar.  Die 
invoeg van die hangwiele is van so ‘n aard dat die wiele 
nooit self van die kabel kan afspring nie. 
 
Jy gly soos Superman teen die kabel af tot so vinnig as 
ongeveer 150km per uur tot onder en weer op aan die 
oorgestelde wal as gevolg van jou hoë glyspoed.  Jy val dan 
weer agteruit terug en verby die onderkantse spulpunt.  
Slegs die volgende keer wat jy terugval voorentoe is jou 
spoed so laag dat hulle jou kan vang en aftrek na ‘n 
afsaaltoring, om uit die hangtuig te klim.  Jy word eintlik 
met ‘n vangstok gehaak en afgekatrol na die afsaaltoring. 
 
Since the Foefieslide was designed to convey passengers, 
Dol required it to be Annex ‘A’ inspected as for a 
‘passenger conveyor’ by no less a person than the Director 
Mr Jakes Malatse himself.  He was accompanied by new  
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Deputy Director for Occupational health and Machinery, Mr 
Hlaks Monyaki.  A few questions came to the fore … 
 
• Does it have an ultimate limit?  Yes, a sort of spring-loaded 

action to arrest your speed at the end of travel on the 
opposite side of the hill  

• Does it have a buffer?  Yes, a tyre arrangement against 
which you may slam, should you go too far!   

• Does it have an overspeed safety gear?  No, but screaming 
at the top of your voice is said to help.  We also suggest that 
you take a change of underclothing in case you have a little 
‘glipsie’ when you see that tyre approaching you too fast.  
Incidentally, passenger speeds were measured at between 
some 120 and 150km per hour, depending on the person’s 
weight and build.  We did not see a copy of the overall 
calculations, so we hope you make it 

• Was it load-tested?  Yes, with four old tyres weighing ± 
250kg, giving a suggested rated/registration load of 250kg.  
We were told that the aggregate safety factor of the main 
rope is ± 32, giving an absolute rated capability of some 8 
tonnes, so the rope should not break with you!  

• Is the same harness used over and over?  No, they have 
about 15 harnesses at the top of the tower, in which you 
climb, ready for the next exhilarating slide. Prospective 
sliders are taxied up the koppie by game-viewing bakkies   

 
We haven’t seen it and communicate it to you at the same price 
that we bought the story for.  As competent Lift Inspectors we 
kindly request a peer colleague to please go out there and test it 
first-hand.  Please take your digital camera with you and send us 
a report with photos so that we can keep our RLI colleagues 
informed.  Take an assistant with to ensure that we indeed get a 
copy, in case of your untimely visit to a local cardiac facility. 
 
Costs? They were talking in the region of R200 per trip for the 
adrenaline junkies.  Oh, before I forget.  You sign a declaration 
of indemnity waver before you ‘dive’.  Nearly as bad as 
inspecting a rack & pinion lift inside a power station smoke 
stack (about 275m high).  I agree with Danny Glover as he 
recently said in a die-hard movie …  
 

“I’m getting to old for this s..t” 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

IIASA MEETING WITH LABOUR 
 
ILIASA Chairman Ben Peyper had a mammoth meeting with 
DoL’s Jake Malatse and Hlaks Manyoki on Monday 21st 
June.  This was to set the stage for the Tuesday 29th June 
special industry meeting with DoL.  We still await the 
outcome of this meeting. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 
 

ILIASA REGIONAL COMMITTEES 
 
Discussion was raised at the June ILIASA meeting regarding 
the apparent lethargy of our regional peer colleagues to get 
their regional ILIASA Committees up and running regularly.   

 
All we hear from them is how hard these colleagues work 
in the central and coastal regions!  To tell the truth, you 
wouldn’t last in Gauteng!  You will be unable to compete 
against the likes of Schalk van der Merwe and Buddie 
Ceronie, both strong on the way to 70, but still serving on 
all the ECSA, SABS and ILIASA committees, as well as 
eking out a living against the rising young stars who 
believe that lift inspection is a quick way to earn a fortune.  
Or to a Philip Nel who comes all the way from Far North to 
attend our meetings.  A round trip of some 560km every 
second month.  Philip is arguably the oldest registered lift 
inspector at 68 years.   
 
So come on you younger members in the regions.  “Say not 
what can your Country do for you, but …what can you do 
for ILIASA?” 

 
--- o --- o --- 

 
 

ILIASA & ECSA JAARLIKSE SUBSKRIPSIES 
 
Roseline was weer oorval met versoeke om  aan ILIASA 
lede bewyse te stuur dat hulle wel lede is om sodoende 
hulle sub-skripsie afslag van ECSA te verkry.  Ongelukkig 
was so 30 lede agterstallig met hul minimale fooi aan 
ILIASA.  Enige lid wat meer as drie maande agterstallig 
raak, sal afgeskryf word.  Ons het julle reeds twee keer laat 
weet.  Om weer aan te sluit sal die aansluitings fooi 
benodig word. Moennie sê dat ons u nie gewaarsku het nie!  

 
--- o --- o --- 

 
 

VOLGENDE HYSER INSPEKTEURS KURSUS TE 
PRETORIA TECHNIKON 

 
Die volgende kursus was geskeduleer vanaf Maandag 21 
tot Vrydag 25 Junie.  Ons verstaan dat daar weer swart 
hyser tegnisie teenwoordig was en sien met belangstelling 
uit om te verneem hoe hulle goeie slaging van die kursus 
was.  Die eksamen is glo in Julie, so ons sal met die 
volgende uitgawe van EDUCOM meer hieromtrent kan 
gesels. 
  

--- o --- o --- 
 
 

WE  THINK THAT … 
 

• The emphasis has swung from preventative               
maintenance to cost-effective maintenance. Cost effective 
is defined as making an acceptable profit or else! Do 
more service with less spares and time! 
 

• That too many service technicians are being 
overloaded with too many installations to service.  If this is 
not true … why are the installations becoming so dirty and 
why are the breakdowns/stops increasing in number? 
                                    

--- o --- o --- 
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LIFT INSPECTOR CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
The practice has crept into the lift industry where two or more lift 
inspectors have been called in to check or veto a previous 
inspector’s inspection and findings.  It is most assuredly the 
owner’s right to do so when he is concerned on any issue.  
ILIASA’s concern revolves around playing one inspector up 
against another.  Two recent litigation cases involved three 
independent lift inspectors, who each had his own version of the 
condition of the lifts and escalators in question.  The litigation 
costs to one of our most senior inspectors exceeded R100 000,00 
 
The outcome of all the cases focuses on the wording description 
used at the original inspection.  The inference gained from the 
owners’ claims is that the certificate was not a true reflection of the 
installation.  The lift service providers again objected to the 
synonyms used to describe their poor or non-existent service.  
Discussion with our ECSA attorney elicited the fact that when you 
state under the wording “… it is my considered (professional) 
opinion that …” that this was a true reflection of your findings at 
the inspection on the date in question, then it cannot be vetoed or 
questioned by a second or even third registered peer colleague!  
Bearing in mind that no slandering or technical derogatory terms 
were used in the inspection report. 
 
According to the attorney, if the service is poor or non-existing and 
you as the nominated inspector complement your inspection claim 
by digital photos attached to the addendum report, then no self-
respecting lawyer should even consider opening litigation against 
you.  A consensus of opinion reached at the June ILIASA meeting 
is that inspectors should withdraw from any mandate where they 
becomes aware that a previous inspector has already attended to 
that specific mandate.  This is sometimes difficult as you are not 
informed and the record books have been removed from the motor 
room.  We have only one solution … 

 
At all times act within a responsible professional approach within 

ECSA’s Code of Practice and Code of Conduct! 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

UIT DIE WOORD … 
 

“Weet jy nog hoe dit gebeur het, wat die wyses self geleer het toe hul 
eens die Ster gesien het, midde in die donker nag ... 

                                                                                              Gesang 93 
  --- o --- o --- 

 
CONTINUED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
We remind you of the CPD document released by ECSA in July 
2003 and its requirements.  Are you keeping a record of all your 
inspections and technical/professional duties in your daily line of 
duty?  Are you keeping a record of all your extramural services to 
the industry, whether paid for or pro amico?  Can you remember 
ECSA’s mission statement on CPD …? 
“to ensure through a co-operative process of quality assurance, 
that persons wishing to enter the engineering profession are 
educated and trained according to widely accepted standards, so 
as to be able to render a professional service to the benefit of the 
public and the industry as a whole”. 

 
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

 
IT technology has seen to it that most e-mail end users now have 
firewalls or anti-spam systems on their computers.  Sending out 
EDUCOM on e-mail half drove Roseline crazy with the number 
of rejections and requests for re-submittal on a one-off basis to 
bypass the firewalls.  You seem to forget that we are a small 
non-profit organization with limited resources.  ILIASA 
requirements have to be fitted into our daily routine for which 
we were primarily employed.  We are unable to send out 
individual EDUCOM’s to every member. 
 
In future EDUCOM will again be posted individually to all paid-
up members.  Rising postage and printing costs have further 
determined that we cannot send extensive complimentary copies 
to non-paying members any more.   
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

REGIONAL NEWS 
 
This is an absolute final request to all our regional members to 
please let us know what is happening out there.  We need 
articles that serve a common interest purpose to all readers.  We 
regularly get told verbally to write about this or that, but never 
offered an article in writing.  What happened to the regional 
colleagues nominated previously to take up the task of co-
coordinating meetings in their sectors?  We become more and 
more confirmed in our opinion that you would rather criticize 
than get personally involved.  Your silence is most deafening.  
We have left off the names in anticipation of you coming 
forward on your own volition … 
 

• Cape Town:      ???? 
• Port Elizabeth: ???? 
• Durban:            ????  
• Bloemfontein:   ???? 
• Pretoria:            ???? 

 
--- o --- o --- 

 
EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 
We invite any reader of EDUCOM to contact the Editor with 
any question that they may have, reply to any external edition or 
any newsworthy item that can enrich our CPD. This is your 
association’s educational newsletter.  
 

ILIASA’s contact logistics where you speak to  
Roseline or Theo is : 

                          PO Box 899,  Southdale,  2135 
E-Mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za

Office: (011) 680-0878 
Telefax: (011) 680-0889 

 
The Editor has taken all steps possible to ensure that the above 
information is totally accurate.  We cannot however be held responsible 
for any act or omission arising out of The EDUCOM as regards 
incomplete or incorrect information. 
 

The Editor 
--- o --- o --- 
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