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In compliance with the new Engineering Professions Act (No. 46 of 2000) requirements, the ILIASA Executive Committee have seen fit to 
assist our members in every way possible, to comply with registration requirements in as much as proof of upkeep on technological 
developments that impact on our registration is concerned.  We commence with this education communication newsletter, which is a 
minimum requirement for our association.  We will also be running special product introduction and orientation courses next year, as well as 
a follow-up conference.  Please inform the Educom Editor at the ILIASA contact numbers of any happenings of note, which can be added 
into the Educom.  We need to be more transparent in our industry.  Educom will be issued to all industry game players, especially CEO’s of 
lift companies, ECSA, SABS and the Department of Labour. 

   
 

ECSA WORKS COMMIITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
 
You were recently advised of some of the following appointments to 
serve on the various ECSA and industry related committees.  These 
appointments have been ratified by ECSA and are … 
 
•  ECSA CENTRAL REGISTRATION COMMITTEE 

- Mr Jan Van Wyk  -  LIRC 
- Dr Theo Kleinhans  -  LIRC 
 

• ECSA LIFT INSPECTORS REGISTR. COMMITTEE (LIRC) 
       -   Mr Jan van Wyk     -  Chairman 

- Dr Theo Kleinhans  -  Deputy Chairman 
 

• ECSA LIRC EDUCATION & ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
- Mr Andre du Plessis  -  Chairman 
- Mr Willie du Toit  -  Deputy Chairman 
- Mr Jan van Wyk  -  representing ECSA (ex officio) 
- Dr Theo Kleinhans  -  representing ILIASA 
- Dr Gus Müller  -  representing SAPOA 
- Lijung Wang  -  representing SABS 
- Vacancy 1 (TBA) 
- Vacancy 2 (TBA) 

 
• ECSA LIRC REGISTRATION SUB-COMMITTEES 

- Mr Schalk van der Merwe  -  Chairman Sub-Committee 1 
- Mr Bruno Pelizzari  -  Chairman  -  Sub-Committee 2 

 
• SABS TECHNICAL WORKS COMMITTEE 
       -   Mr Bruno Isler  -  Chairman 
 
• ECSA SGG for NEW RLI UNIT STANDARDS 

- Mr Mike Barley  -  Standards Building Blocks 
- Dr Theo Kleinhans  -  Standards Draft Document 

 
--- o --- o --- 

 
ILIASA ID CARD

 
We regret to advise that the reply received from ECSA regarding the 
use of the ECSA logo on our proposed ID cards has been negative. 
The ramifications of copyright still have to be cleared by their legal 
gurus. We will continue with this project in February without 
ECSA’s logo, so please continue to send in your details as requested. 
 

 
ROLL  OF  ECSA  REGISTERED  LIFT  INSPECTORSROLL OF ECSA REGISTERED LIFT INSPECTORS  

 
You must have received your new Lift Inspector Registration 
number by now, which replaces the former Specified Scope 
listing number and certificate. We under-stand from ECSA 
that replacement certificates will be issued in due course.  The 
Technician Registration certificate remains a valid ECSA 
registration. 
 
ILIASA have received this list of RLI’s from ECSA.  We will 
now endeavour to contact every one of them not yet a member 
of ILIASA, to join us as soon as possible.  As at November 
2002, the RLI roll call stands at some 164, of which only 
some 48 are paid-up members of ILIASA.  
 
We still await ECSA’s advice as to how those members who 
paid their subscriptions this year, will be recompensed for the 
R100 ILIASA membership fee.  From 2003 all ILIASA 
members will automatically receive the R100 reduction (as it 
were) from their ECSA annual subscription fee, so joining us 
will cost you nothing extra, but gives you all our benefits. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR STAFF CHANGES 
 
We regret to advise that two long-serving Assistant Director 
Inspectors of Machinery have resigned from DoL.  They are 
Larry Kloppenborg and Wally Benjamin.  Both these 
colleagues served the industry with distinction, and will be 
sorely missed by all. 
 
New Director Designate, Mr Jakes Malatse is confident that 
the low-key service experienced from DoL will now be a 
thing of the past.  At a recent meeting with ILIASA, he 
committed himself to change and taking ownership of the 
situation to hand.  Hopefully more formal communications 
will now be set up between DoL, ECSA, SABS and ILIASA 
to address the shortcomings of the past three years or so. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
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LIFT INSPECTORS COURSE RESULTS 
 
The November ’02 course results have been released, with 13 
candidates writing the final examinations. 10 passed, with 3 
candidates obtaining distinctions.  They were … 
 

- Kevin Wubbeling of Kone Cape Town 
- Mike Whittaker of Bloemtech Bloemfontein 
- Clifford Kleinhans of Schindler Pretoria 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

EFFECTIVE INSPECTION STRATEGY 
 
In the ever-increasing lift and escalator competitive 
marketplace, there is less and less tolerance from Building 
Owners for unplanned lift downtime. The Lift Industry is 
experiencing the pressure of rising costs through foreign 
exchange and the visible drop in productivity and quality. As 
such the independent and international lift companies have to 
make more productive use of their capital, labour and material 
resources. They have to improve their maintenance practices 
by somehow maximising output whilst minimising input. 
 
This same maxim applies equally as critically to the 
Registered Lift Inspectors who face the ongoing challenge of 
new product technological trends. Lift Inspectors have to 
manage this change, whilst at the same time endeavouring to 
become au faux with all the new equipment being installed. If 
inspectors are to survive in this real world, they will have to 
acquire additional skills to be enabled to carry out qualitative 
and cost effective inspections in a professional and unbiased 
manner, perhaps even (for a change) serving the industry from 
whom they have only been taking for so long. Before 
becoming Registered Lift Inspectors, we were all employed in 
production where we were regularly lambasted by the maxim, 
adapt or die! So what has changed?  
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

LIFT INSPECTORS CONFERENCE  -  2003 
 
During September 2003 ILIASA will hopefully be hosting our 
triennial conference in Johannesburg. It is anticipated that the 
conference will run for two days from Monday 22nd to 
Tuesday 23rd,  half of the time to be spent on industry-related 
matters and the other half on training workshops. Dr 
Kleinhans assisted by a dedicated small project committee, 
with the technical and administrative support from ECSA, has 
undertaken to champion the project. 
 
We make a special call on our members to please advise us 
now already of what you want covered in the conference and 
in the training workshops. You regularly voice your concerns 
verbally. Now we require it in writing. The ILIASA Regional 
Chairmen are charged to hold meetings as soon as practical in 
the new year to collect this information from your region and 
forward it to your EXCO in Johannesburg. If you want your 
conference to be a success, then it is time that you give it your 
best shot and input. 
 

--- o --- o --- 

 
 

INSPECTION SUPPORT SYSTEMS 
 
Our information gained, is that most Lift Inspectors in general 
operate on their own as one-man business units. They have somehow 
forgotten (or chose to forget) that they are only as effective as their 
support system. This fact is frequently raised but generally shied 
away from in meetings, as it tends to indicate where we are cutting 
costs (like the lift service provider companies tend to do) so as to 
survive more profitably. Ideally, what we need on inspections is … 
 
• A support office with the necessary administration equipment, 

inclusive of a home base with secretary, E-mail, computer, etc 
• A support assistant, so as to be more productive but mostly in the 

interests of safety 
• Inspection equipment which is calibrated annually for 

compliance and kept in top condition. This should include … 
- ECSA Codes of Conduct & Practice 
- Latest copy of the OHSAct no.85 of 1993 as amended 
- Latest SABS 1543  &1545 Codes 
- a programmed diary for the year 
- a door pressure tester 
- a tachometer 
- a multimeter (must be able to read resistance) 
- an ammeter 
- a thermometer 
- a vernier gauge (to measure rope diameters etc) 
- a set of two-way radios 
- a five meter measuring tape 
- a variable speed drilling machine (for testing governors) 
- a set of stop-cards (at least 25) 
- your usual set of Technician commissioning tools.        
 

• Last but not the least, your Technical File, made up of all the 
divergent lift and escalator technical information that you can 
beg, borrow and accumulate. Remember, to be pro-active in your 
inspection assessments, you must be able to make a qualitative 
prognosis of what is non-compliant and what corrective action is 
required to remedy the situation. Thus the training that you have 
received plus the above support factors, are the major 
contributors to your success as a Registered Lift Inspector. 

 
--- o --- o --- 

 
EDUCOM & ILIASA MEETING MINUTES

 
Starting with this first issue of EDUCOM, all future communications 
of ILIASA will be sent be E-mail as far as practical to ease the 
administrative and financial burden.  Of the last minutes posted, 13 
were returned ‘address unknown’. This results in us having to phone 
around to establish your new contact numbers. Please remember to 
advise us in future of any changes. 

 
Should your name not be on our address list, please contact the 
Chairman in order to expedite the matter. With the recent changes in 
secretaries and the Accountant auditing our accounts, things have 
been a bit hectic. Please bear with us on this. If in doubt, please e-
mail or fax your details again.  Members should as a check, also 
discuss the Educom with their registered colleagues, making sure that 
they have also received this communication.  If not already members, 
please motivate them to join ASAP. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
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OHSAct No. 85 of 1993 (as amended) 
 
• PERMISSION TO INSTALL & USE A LIFT / ESC. 
 
Government Gazette Notice No. R797 dated 29.04.1994 very 
clearly requires that no person (owner, inspector, client, etc), 
shall install or permit a lift to be used unless they are in 
possession of an official Department of Labour (DoL) number 
of registration.  We have proof of independent lift companies 
installing lifts without any sort of notification to DoL. We 
currently have an instance where a nationally recognised lift 
service provider moved an old lift from one end of town to 
another, without re-registry or compliance to the latest code, 
simply because … it was registered before!  Strange, but true! 
 
Secondly, that he be in possession of a Comprehensive Report 
or annexure, as we call it. Yet we have in the past few weeks 
found lifts running without even an Annex C.  They were last 
inspected around 1987 and are being serviced by an 
independent service provider. Strange, but true!  
 
Thirdly, that whenever the owner or service provider change, 
a new annexure ‘C’ must be issued. Yet we regularly find this 
to have happened, but with no new annexure issued because 
someone has to pay for it. Strange, but true! 
 
Finally, that an annexure must be issued after any failure (#1 
whether accident or incident), or any modification (#2)  
 
#1   The majority of people in the industry believe that there 
must first be an accident with injury, before they report the 
accident to DoL. Even an incident with no person in the lift, 
requires a report to Dol. For example where an empty lift 
hooked up in the shaft, causing serious damage. Larry 
Kloppenborg recently defined this as any incident that could 
have caused serious bodily harm, needs to be reported. There 
is a case in hand where a lift wiped both its car and one 
landing doors off, injuring a person in the lift … yet this 
nationally recognised lift company appears not to have 
reported the accident to DoL. 
 
#2   We regularly have to arbitrate (as it were), on installations 
where senior RLI’s are involved, where the whole lift control 
has been replaced, and even the drives sometimes, yet only an 
Annex ‘C’ is issued.  The SABS 1543 & 1545 clearly require 
an annexure A or B to be issued (as the case may be), when 
the definition of drive and/or control is changed. To quote 
Larry Kloppenborg again at a recent work group discussion … 
even if they only change the door drive and locks, I want an 
Annex A!  
 
How do these (perhaps unscrupulous?) Owners and Lift 
Service Provider companies get away with these above stated 
non-compliances to the Act? Perhaps the recent quote from a 
senior legal council colleague sums this up best … Laws & 
Regulations were made for the cowboys, not the crooks. If the 
cowboy wants to survive, he has to draw faster and shoot 
straighter than the crook … . Makes you think doesn’t it? 
 

How fast is your draw, & how straight do you shoot? 
 

--- o --- o --- 

 
 

MAINTENANCE RECORD KEEPING  -  RECORD BOOKS 
 
There have been several inquiries recently where the legality of a 
Record Sheet as opposed to a bona fide Record Book is questioned. 
The Act very clearly requires the Service Provider to supply and keep 
in a safe place in the motor room a record for each lift with …  
 

- his name address and phone number 
- the name, address and phone number of the service provider 
- a (true) report of every examination, inspection or test to be 

entered, including modifications, repairs and adjustments 
- the technical details of the lift 
- the rope records and rope test certificate 

 
According to our discussions with Mr Larry Kloppenborg, if the 
Record Sheet meets all these requirements. It is deemed to comply 
with the Act. If not, he must get a proper Record Book that does 
comply. The only case where the previous Director of Occupational 
Health, Mr Andre du Plessis allowed so-called Record Sheets, is 
where the Service Provider supplied a second on-site file with the 
necessary documentation not shown on the Record Sheet. 
 
It is noteworthy to state that RLI’s still carry out annexure and audit 
inspections on lifts without signing same in the Record Books. This 
is contra the Act and needs to be addressed. Please read Maintenance 
Clause 6, Paragraph 6.(1) and Record Keeping Clause 7, paragraph 
7.(1). The operative word in both clauses is examination, 
underwritten in clause 7 of test! Larry Kloppenborg recently defined 
examine as any person entering a motor room and lift shaft with the 
view to inspect it for defects (non-compliance), whether or not he 
physically tests its function and/or operative ability. So saying, he 
personified audits. 
 
Unless we are over-ruled by a higher authority, these instructions or 
advice from the Deputy Director of Occupational Health – Machinery 
Inspectorate must stand.  
 

--- o --- o --- 
 
 

EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 
 
We invite any reader of EDUCOM to contact the Editor with any 
question that they may have, reply to any edition or any newsworthy 
item. This is your association’s educational newsletter. Every RLI 
peer colleague wants to hear what is happening to his colleagues in 
the other centers, which can only be achieved if you advise us 
accordingly. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

NEW ILIASA CONTACT  NUMBERS for 2003 
 
ILIASA now has the following dedicated contact logistics, 
operative with immediate effect : 
  

PO Box 82899, Southdale, 2135 
E-Mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za

Office: (011) 680-0878 
Telefax: (011) 680-0889 

 
--- o --- o --- 

mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za
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ILIASA EXCO & GENERAL MEETING DATES 2003 
 
Please note the following dates in your diaries. These 
meetings are held on Fridays and follow the ECSA LIRC 
meetings held on the preceding Tuesdays.   
 
All applications and communications to ECSA must reach the 
LIRC Secretary Mr Chris Matlala at the ECSA address at least 
a fortnight before the LIRC meeting date, if it is to be 
presented for attention at that LIRC meeting. 
 
All ILIASA communications are to be addressed to the 
General Secretary at the ILIASA address at least a fortnight 
before the ILIASA meeting in order to place the 
communication on the agenda.  The meeting dates are as 
follows …  
 

- Friday 14th February @ 09h00 (LIRC  Tuesday 11th)  
- Friday 14th March @ 09h00 (LIRC Tuesday 5th)   
- Friday 11th April @ 09h00 (LIRC Tuesday 15th)  
- Friday 13th June @ 09h00 – AGM (LIRC Tuesday 10th)  
- Friday 22nd August @ 09h00 (LIRC Tuesday 19th)  
- Monday/Tuesdaay 22nd/23rd September – Conference 
- Friday 17th October @ 09h00 (LIRC 7th) 
- Friday 14th Nov. - Annual Lunch. @ noon (LIRC 11th) 

 
Whilst you have your diary open, note the proposed dates for 
the ILIASA Conference in Johannesburg.  Final details will be 
advised to you closer to the time. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LIFT INDUSTRY INSPECTION AUTHORITY 
 
The recent LIRC and ILIASA committee meetings discussed the 
issue of the DoL proposed Inspection Authority to the extent of our 
current knowledge.  DoL’s Mr Jakes Malatse was unable to give us 
extensive input other than that the requirement for an inspection 
authority formed an integral part of the new SAQA system. We do 
not doubt that quality needs to be measured somehow. We did 
however voice our concerns as to who this quality authority would 
be. Focal discussion points were …  
 

- The OHSAct requirements would be stipulated by the 
Minister of Labour and policed (as it were) by DoL Section 
28 Inspectors. With Government’s authority comes the 
responsibility for policing.  RLI’s on the other hand must 
just ensure that these requirements are met during any 
inspection. As such, RLI’s therefore have no input into the 
system. They must follow it! 

 
- Lifts and escalators will at all times remain the respon- 

sibility of the owner for regulatory compliance. He at all 
times decides when a lift is to be upgraded or not, so as to 
comply to the latest OHSAct requirements, whether these 
are mandatory or not on his older installation. 

 
- Mr Malatse made it very clear that RLI’s inspect and 

propose.  They do not demand, but rather suggest.  This 
suggestion is based on an educated appraisal and prognosis 
made after the inspection, based on many years of training 
and technical lift education.  He did state that there was no 
reason why RLI’s cannot be part of or be accredited as the 
required inspection authority.  EDUCOM will keep you 
posted.  

 
--- o --- o --- 

 

 
 
 

 
Please contact us if you have not received a receipt acknowledging payment of your current subscriptions. 

 
Please remember to inform us when your postal address and contact details change. 

 
The Editor has taken all steps possible to ensure that the above information is totally accurate.  We cannot however be held responsible for 
any act or omission arising out of The Educom as regards incomplete or incorrect information. 

The Editor       
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